PROOF

Contents

Notes on Contributors

Introduction
Sue Owen

1

Richard Hoggart, The Uses of Literacy and The Cultural Turn
Stuart Hall

Richard Hoggart: Literary Criticism and Cultural Decline in
Twentieth-Century Britain
Stefan Collini

Richard Hoggart, Cultural Studies and the Demands of the
Present
Lawrence Grossberg

Richard Hoggart and the Way We Live Now
Jim McGuigan

Richard Hoggart and the Epistemological Impact of
Cultural Studies
Richard E. Lee

From the Juke Box Boys to Revolting Students: Richard
Hoggart and the Study of British Youth Culture
David Fowler

‘Them’ and ‘Us’
Robert J.C. Young
Repurposing Literacy: The Uses of Richard Hoggart for

Creative Education
John Hartley

Critical Literacy, Cultural Literacy, and the English School
Curriculum in Australia
Graeme Turner

vii

20

33

57

75

88

105

123

137

158

July 13, 2008 18:35 MAC/RHC Page-vii 9780230_545458_01_prexii



PROOF

viii  Contents

10 The Importance of Being Ordinary 171
Melissa Gregg

11 The Antipodean Uses of Literacy 187
Mark Gibson

12 Relativism and Reaction: Richard Hoggart and
Conservatism 198
Charlie Ellis

13 The Uses and Values of Literacy: Richard Hoggart,
Aesthetic Standards, and the Commodification

of Working-Class Culture 213
Bill Hughes

14 Hoggart and Women 227
Sue Owen

Index 243

July 13, 2008 18:35 MAC/RHC Page-viii 9780230_545458_01_prexii



PROOF

Stuart Hall 27

Thus, to take some examples, the move to cultural studies as a fully
interdisciplinary enterprise and the break with ‘the literary’ as its gov-
erning discourse was implicit in the injunction to study the society and
the culture as ‘lived’ equally with its texts, and was extensively taken up
in various ways in the work of the Centre in the 1970s: though noth-
ing in The Uses of Literacy took us quite as far as Williams’ ‘theory of
culture as a study of relationships between elements in a whole way of
life’ (Williams, 1965, 63) or, as we tried to translate that in the 1970s,
the study of ‘the cultural’ and its relation to other practices in a social
formation.

The trace of the ‘literary’ remained in Hoggart’s close and sensitive
attention to language and his insistence (in his inaugural lecture) that
popular and mass cultural texts must be understood as functioning ‘as
art — even as bad art’: a comment which, whilst not quite bypassing
the traditional high/low good/bad categories of the mass culture debate,
reinforced attention to language as a cultural model and the symbolic
modality in which culture operates. This connects with the persistent
return, via the dialogue with semiotics, post-structuralism and theories of
discourse, to the necessary ‘delay through the symbolic’ without which
all cultural studies threatens to become reductionist (Hall, 2006). The
notion that audiences actively bring something to, rather than simply
being spoken to by, texts — that ‘reading’ is a social practice, an active
exchange — was taken up in the critique of the dominant ‘effects’ tra-
dition in mass communications research which organized much of the
Centre’s early research projects. It certainly underpins my own work
on the ‘encoding/decoding model’ (Hall, 1980), and was subsequently
revived in the productive encounter with Bakhtin’s idea of the dialogic,
in the ‘active audience’, reader-response approaches, and can be traced
even in the elements of overkill in the so-called ‘populist’ emphases of
later work on audiences and popular culture.

The legacy of culture as the interpretive study of meanings embed-
ded in ‘ways of life’ is to be found in the many studies which deployed
ethnographic, participant observation and other anthropological tech-
niques associated with what Clifford Geertz called ‘thick description’
and, beyond that, took us to the language of ‘signifying practices’. The
view that textual materials only have real social effectivity when they
‘work along the groove’ of existing attitudes and inflect them in new
directions contains a model of how social ideologies really achieve their
effects much in advance of existing models of influence, ideological
domination and false consciousness; anticipating much that was to fol-
low in theories of multi-accentuality and transcoding, and the impact
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