
Contents

Acknowledgements viii
Preface x

1 Introduction 1
2 Obstacles and Opportunities 17
3 A Fifth Estate 36
4 At our Library Table: Reviewers and Critics 61
5 Something to Say, a Living to Earn: Periodical 

Contributors 81
6 In the Editor’s Chair 103
7 A Niche in the Market 129
8 Handmaids and Decorators 149
9 A Press for a Purpose 159

10 Jill of all Trades: Journalism and the Professional Writer 183
11 Journalism and the Novelist 200
Afterword 211
Select Biographical Appendix 214
Notes 240
Select Bibliography 266
Index 282

vii



1
Introduction

Some nineteenth-century women sought social and political change
through activism, social work, public speaking, or fighting for a rôle in
professions like medicine. Others chose to influence by writing. One of
the most effective channels for their views was the newspaper and peri-
odical press. Yet outside the cohort of specialist scholars women’s col-
lective contribution to journalism has largely gone unregarded. Much
has been written, in studies of individual periodicals and the press in
general, about male journalists. It seems timely to assess women’s
involvement in this press. Of course many names of these women will
be familiar to scholars specializing in nineteenth century feminism,
female novelists or periodical reviewing, but more general readers,
familiar with, say Florence Nightingale, are often unaware of the work
of Harriet Martineau, Geraldine Jewsbury and Margaret Oliphant, let
alone Eliza Linton, or Anna Maria Hall.

Women’s lack of visibility is not surprising since early studies of the
press concentrated primarily upon influential journals, publishers and
editors. Newspapers were often linked with party political support and
their editors were unlikely to emerge from the disenfranchised.
Financing and managing the press required funds and skills few men,
with all their educational advantages, could summon. Women, with
limited access to finance and little encouragement to engage in busi-
ness, found it difficult to enter the realms of publishing and editing at
national and provincial daily newspaper level. Thus male editorial pre-
dominance in the high-profile sectors of the press has clouded
women’s editorial work elsewhere. So a seminal early study of journal-
istic history whose very aim was to concentrate on the individual
rather than the enterprise virtually ignores the involvement of women.
T H S Escott subtitled his book (1911) ‘A Study of Personal Forces’ but
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significantly entitled it Masters of English Journalism.1 The personal
forces to him were largely those who founded influential papers and
those who dictated their policies. Harriet Martineau, ‘the she-Radical’,
merits less than five lines, yet her achievement was such that she was
lobbied to support political causes and approached to edit a political
journal. Martineau, too, is the only woman journalist to be accorded a
chapter entry in Joseph Hatton’s sketches of London’s ‘pens and papers
of the day’2 though a thin scattering of names occurs in lists of con-
tributors. Even in the accounts of individual journals a major female
contributor can mysteriously disappear. One of the most prolific
writers of fiction for Fraser’s between 1836 and 1850, Selina Bunbury, is
simply not mentioned in its history.3

Until recently in the realms of literary reviewing where women –
major producers of novels – were clearly an important force, George
Eliot apart, their work had little attention from academics. In the 1980s
Nigel Cross found standard surveys virtually excluding them from the
‘non-imaginative categories’, with writers like Eliot and Oliphant
‘invariably listed as novelists’ – their essays, histories and reviews being
considered trivial by comparison.4 Of course one must select, but the
emphasis bore out only too well Dale Spender’s summary of the work
of female novelists: ‘Once acclaimed, but now denied. This is the
problem of women writers.’5 During their lifetimes Harriet Martineau,
Anne Mozley, Eliza Linton and Frances Cobbe, for instance, all had
periodical work republished in volume form. Women themselves
certainly celebrated the work of their predecessors. The period saw a
flurry of series like the Englishwoman’s ‘Women Writers of the Century’
which included the Jewsbury sisters, Lady Blessington and Caroline
Norton. Frances Cobbe reminded her readers how many of the books
in a lending library were written by women, instancing then house-
hold names like Jewsbury, Martineau and Jameson.6

Other factors affect women’s visibility. Some women acquiesced in
a supportive rôle to their journalist husbands so that their informal
but very real contribution is masked. Modern feminist scholarship
has rescued from obscurity those writers who advocated female
suffrage, but less attention has been paid to those on the other side of
the debate. Writers like Margaret Oliphant, Eliza Lynn Linton and
Mary Ward are only just beginning to receive their due critical atten-
tion; Fanny Kortright is virtually unknown; Flora Shaw known but
avoided. Why study women’s journalism? Arguably their feelings,
particularly on women’s rights, are more powerful in their fiction.
Perhaps. But often their opinions on their society are more explicit in
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their journalism, and cover a wider frame of reference. Mrs Oliphant
uses journalism not fiction to articulate her suspicion of globaliz-
ation. On almost every issue, from vivisection to the penal system,
from fashion to astronomy, women had their say in the press.7 If we
mine their writings only for opinions on one question – however
important – we are getting a very partial intellectual picture. Nor
must we forget the centrality of periodicals within the literary
market. Our reading of nineteenth-century fiction should be
enhanced by an understanding of their operation and a study of
reviews. Finally I believe the ways in which women negotiated entry
into journalism and the reasons it attracted them, enrich our
appreciation of nineteenth-century women’s lives.

Early press historians and nineteenth-century pressmen were aware
of the existence of women journalists. They were conscious of them as
anomolous. ‘Miss Mitford, among the earliest of lady journalists’ wrote
Escott, mentioning her presence at James Perry’s dinner-parties.
Edward Porritt noting that at the dawn of the nineteenth-century the
‘woman journalist was already at work’, cited names like Mrs Graham
writing for the Representative in 1825, Caroline Norton and Hannah
More. Leonard Raven-Hill remembered Clotilde Inez Graves, whose
career began in the 1880s, as the ‘first woman journalist’. The ‘first and
greatest of women journalists’ was Gardiner’s tribute to Harriet
Martineau at the Jubilee of the Daily News.8 Such identifications
depended upon personal knowledge but also upon one’s definition of
journalist.

As John Gross succinctly put it, ‘The main reason why a satisfactory
history of journalism will never be written is that journalism itself is
such an elastic term.’9 Even today defining the journalist’s rôle is not
simple. The editors of The Sun, Country Life and Exchange and Mart may
share certain functions but their different aims, objectives and target
readerships ensure that their day-to-day work has little in common.
Journalism had probably greater divergences in the nineteenth-
century. There were distinctions, in self-perception and sometimes
practice, between the educated gentleman editor who felt he belonged
in the exalted echelons of ‘higher journalism’ and the commercially-
minded penny pressman who emerged from the ranks of hacks and
printers. Morley, editor of the Pall Mall, was accused of treating a news-
paper as ‘a medium for circulating leading articles’ and lacking ‘the
journalist’s flair for news – a coming crisis, an interesting personality, a
picturesque event…’.10 There were similar deviations in the interpret-
ation of terms like ‘reviewer’ or ‘sub-editor’. Career patterns were
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variable, encompassing the regular contributor to a monthly, the full-
scale freelance with a portfolio of varying commissions from different
journals, and the staff-man, and (rarer) staff-woman.

With women, whose careers were fragmented, definition is even
more difficult. Reference books and listings of women writers charac-
terize them differently. Cobbe appears as ‘journalist and feminist’ and
‘philanthropist, writer’, Linton as ‘novelist, essayist’ and ‘novelist, jour-
nalist’, Meynell as ‘poet/journalist’ and ‘poet and essayist’, Geraldine
Jewsbury as ‘novelist, journalist’ and merely ‘novelist’ and so forth. In
1893 Blowitz defined a journalist as ‘any man who lives exclusively by
regularly writing in a regularly appearing journal; who is a part – not
necessarily a fixture, but a normal part – of a regularly organized sheet,
and who treats in one or more such sheets, living questions whatever
their nature’. For him ‘a man who writes exclusively in reviews is not a
journalist, or he has ceased to be one’.11 This definition would not only
exclude by its choice of pronoun the subjects of this book, but many
nineteenth-century men who operated within the ‘higher journalism’.
My definition is much broader. I have adopted the more inclusive
interpretation of the Society of Women Journalists which admitted
that ‘a good many’ of its Presidents and Vice-Presidents ‘can scarcely be
called journalists, in the ordinary acceptation of the term …. although
all of them have occasionally been contributors to newspapers or mag-
azines….’12 Among these officers were Mrs Crawford and Mrs Humphry
who were clearly journalists. Mrs Meynell, Mrs Craigie (‘John Oliver
Hobbes’) and Mrs Stannard (‘John Strange Winter’) were undoubtedly
better known for work in other genres, yet journalism played a
sufficiently important part in their writing lives for it to be as un-
reasonable to omit them in this overview as it would be to ignore 
the journalism of male lawyers and politicians in a study of male 
journalists.

My subject is a vast one, but I hope the individuals serving as exam-
plars in each chapter will bring into sharper focus the different sections
of the panoramic picture. Because of the importance of London, this is
predominantly a study of women working for nineteenth-century jour-
nals published in England, to a lesser extent elsewhere in Britain. But
my subjects were by their nature outward-looking and exploratory so
this concentration in no way implies an insular approach, and
certainly not an exclusively ‘English’ one. One of the striking things I
discovered was the influence of what one journalist called ‘the Irishry’.
Frances Cobbe, Flora Shaw, Anna Maria Hall, Charlotte Riddell, 
Mrs Humphry were among the many born and bred in Ireland. Others
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were European or American by birth; many were seasoned travellers;
many were fascinated by foreign cultures.

Although nineteenth-century periodical material is increasingly
available on CD-ROM and via the internet, accessibility is still a
problem. Of course the ideal is to go back to the original. Even then it
will usually be a bound, possibly rebound, volume shorn of its adver-
tisements and preliminary matter. But for students access even to this
can be difficult. I have chosen, therefore, to refer to at least some
examples of writing reprinted in modern editions. The somewhat arbit-
rary demarcation lines of a century are not strictly adhered to. There
are references to the later years of the eighteenth century and the
opening ones of the twentieth, but a hundred years conveniently
allows for the overlapping of different generations. One can have some
sense of both constants and change, and this particular hundred years
saw change dramatic enough in the press itself, and equally striking
cultural shifts. It is something of a constraint upon any tendency
towards comfortable generalization to keep meeting small instances
that disturb one’s complacent judgements.

For example, the social-problem novel of the 1840s so altered the
literary landscape that it seems to belong in a real world quite the
other side of the watershed from the pastoral idylls of Our Village. It
comes as something of a shock to find Mary Mitford calling Mary
Barton a ‘charming story’, and still herself figuring in 1850 alongside
the Howitts and Geraldine Jewsbury in a new weekly.13 Here we are on
the verge of the early women’s rights campaigns and Miss Mitford, she
of the charming bonnets, violets and brinded cows in Thomson’s illus-
trations, is still publishing. Though amongst her circle of women
friends she numbered pioneers like Harriet Martineau and Anna
Jameson, she would surely scarcely have anticipated such a radical shift
in women’s expectations? Her knowledge of Womens’ Rights was her
sense of filial duty. And yet – one now recalls – her own life and many
of the characters in her sketches, exemplified female creativity,
resilience and stamina, those very qualities which fed the successes of
the Women’s Rights movement. The charming bonnets are but the
nostalgia of that decade of the New Woman, the 1890s.

With such a time-span how to choose? So many women. So many
periodicals. I started with a select few – names one couldn’t ignore –
and my list grew longer and longer. The final choice was largely gov-
erned by the availability of reliable attributions for unsigned work,
accessibility of material, and the desire to cover a spread of journalistic
genres. Apart from recent work done on women’s magazines, the most
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‘visible’ female journalists are largely identified contributors in the
quarterlies and more literary monthlies, or those known through their
polemical writings in national newspapers and feminist journals.
Nevertheless, within these constraints and limited space, I acknow-
ledge women’s work in the provincial press, specialist and ‘popular’
magazines. There are inevitably numerous interesting women, who
appear only fleetingly. For quite different reasons Jane Loudon,
Camilla Toulmin, Agnes Clerke, Eliza Meteyard, Clotilde Graves, Mrs
Humphry, Mrs Cashel Hoey, Florence Marryat, Frances Low, Scottish
and Welsh journalists like Mrs Batey of the Dundee Advertiser and Sarah
Jane Rees, editor of the Welsh women’s magazine Y Frythones, all
deserve attention I cannot give them.

I have drawn upon a range of sources. The nineteenth century was
acutely aware of itself as the age of burgeoning literacy and popular
literature. Writers, particularly in the second half of the period, had
much to say about the processes of writing, newsgathering and the
profession of the journalist. By the end of the century the periodical
press seems to find its own history an endless source of copy. Looking
back from the 1890s journalists like Wemyss Reid describe the dra-
matic changes over the decades of their own careers. There are articles
about the phenomena of periodicals themselves, comparisons between
the British and foreign newspaper press, discussions of the relationship
between press and parliament, advice to would-be contributors and on
careers in journalism, and fictional accounts of the ‘Struggle for Fame’
to borrow the title of Charlotte Riddell’s novel on earning a crust in
‘New Grub Street’. Amongst my other contemporary sources are biogra-
phies, memoirs, letters and runs of the periodicals themselves. The
picture of the conditions in which women journalists operated is a
conflicted one, not just because, as one would expect, individual
women experienced journalism differently and sectors of the press
varied considerably in their organization. Different sources paint differ-
ent images. Autobiographies structure lives.14 Journalists’ memoirs, can
be vague and inaccurate. Editors’ letters to authors, as Robert Patten
suggests, may be an unreliable guide to proprietorial policies, when
editors sheltered behind their publishers in declining work or limiting
payment.15 Recollections may not always be accurate in detail, but do
at least reflect later judgement upon experience. At 65, Matilda
Betham-Edwards may have mis-remembered seeing her first public-
ation in Household Words, but in describing the thrill of Dickens’s
approbation she betrays her mature astonishment at the good luck her
youthful ‘audacity’ produced.16
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The novels tend to stress the exhaustion of the work and the betrayal
of ideals. Fictional protagonists who turn to Fleet Street as a literary
apprenticeship find themselves driven remorselessly down-market by
the perceived demands of ‘the public’ and the over-supply of writers to
meet it; those who are ambitious as journalists and strive to be honest
and influential, like Lady Colin Campbell’s Darrell Blake, are corrupted
by the machinations of political hostesses. The same writer may often
present her experience in contrasting ways. Eliza Lynn Linton’s Sowing
the Wind, in emphasizing the physical and psychological hardships of
journalism, masculinizes the heroine in ways she herself painstakingly
resisted in her public and private persona. Charlotte Riddell’s novel,
The Rich Husband, gives a much grimmer picture of the apprentice
writer hawking her work round the publishers than years later she gave
to Helen Black. Now not only Bentley and Charles Street but even
Newby and his nice capable ‘woman of business’ Miss Springett are
remembered kindly. ‘Everyone was good to me in those days.’ Is she
more cautious in an interview? Has time dulled the memory? Or was
the reality sensationalized for the demands of fiction?17

By the mid-1890s a depressing, superficial Bohemianism taints the
image of journalism in women’s novels. Mrs Everard Cotes’s ‘Daughter
of Today’ is a small-town American girl out for independence, fame
and fortune, who sinks to ‘stunt girl.’18 Ella Hepworth Dixon’s ‘Modern
Woman’, Mary Erle, ventures into a sleazier Fleet Street than her
creator’s memoir tells of. Mary’s is one where the divorce case of the
day filling columns of print ‘like some foul miasma … poisoned every-
thing’ and the supercilious young editor of a new fashion magazine
commissions her on the strength of her social connections to write a
society column ‘smart, you know and just a wee bit malicious’ yet
where magazine fiction must be ‘banal, the pretty-pretty, the obvious’.
Ella’s own experiences in the late 1980s on Yates’s The World seem
much jollier – journalism mingling with dancing and dining-out,
‘white tulle skirts and natty little laced-up bodices’ for the evening
instead of ‘inky fingers’. She remembers with amusement how her own
‘terribly “knowing”’ story was considered by one of her young
dancing-partners not quite the sort of thing a girl should read.19 She
dismisses her powerful novel as a rather dismal book.

The image of the journalist which emerges from the fiction of the
final decades of the century is multi-faceted. New Grub Street, the best-
known novel, reveals its depressing, sleazy side. But even writers whose
professional experience has been not unsimilar to Gissing’s can reflect
the tough energy of Fleet Street more sympathetically. When Charlotte

Introduction 7



Riddell uses a cynical, ‘unbelieving’ Fleet Street hack as a listener in the
narrative frame of one of her best ghost stories, ‘Sandy the Tinker’, he
represents trustworthy scepticism.

The main chapters of this study cover writers in various journalistic
genres, reviewers, periodical essayists, correspondents and columnists,
functions such as editor and reporter, and work in different sectors of
the press. In the final three chapters the emphasis shifts, focusing
specifically on women’s motives and opportunities for getting involved
in journalism, illustrated by several different career patterns from the
professional author to those for whom the press was primarily a plat-
form. I have tried to reflect their work on different types of publica-
tion: newspapers, national and provincial, magazines with differing
target readerships. The questions with which I began my researches,
and that are raised in these first two chapters, continually surface
throughout the book. What kind of women turned to journalism? How
did they get started? To what extent did they support each other?
What problems did they face and how did they tackle them? How far
did they professionalize? To what extent was their work concentrated
in the ‘quality’ market and did women restrict themselves to ‘ladylike’
subjects? How successfully did they harness the power of the press?
Was there a ‘Woman’s Voice’? There are other books which deal in
much more detail with such developments as technological advances,
the commodification of the press and the professionalization of jour-
nalism, and with such issues as the links between journalism and book-
publishing, editorial independence and anonymity.20 Still, given the
broad scope of my theme it may be useful for the general reader to
have a brief introduction to these topics by way of scene-setting. The
outline in these opening chapters has an emphasis on how women’s
participation in the press was affected by them.

The century was a dynamic and exciting period in terms of experi-
mentation both editorial and technical, an age which saw the estab-
lishment of the newspaper press and the profession of the journalist as
we understand it today, but also saw its own unique flowering of the
literary quarterly and monthly. Walter Houghton persuasively suggests
that the great prose writers of the age were, like Arnold, not writers of
books, but of periodical literature.21 The excitement of newspaper jour-
nalism is encapsulated by J M Robertson Scott when he wrote of Stead
that his conception of the journalist ‘kindled a fire in the hearts of a
few young men (and a smaller company of women with, at that time,
limited access to education and no votes) who, if they lacked the
endowments of the Pall Mall editor, had some of his fervour and
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conviction. They were minded to enter Journalism as some entered the
Church.’22

It was quite acceptable for men to be working in other professions
concurrently with being effective journalists.23 For women this cut two
ways. Editors were accustomed to the correspondent journalist deliver-
ing or having copy collected but few women could benefit from
another professional specialism. On the other hand, those who wanted
to work from home, or only sporadically, benefited. The energetic
could piece together a viable portfolio just as men like Escott and
George Saunders did. Ethel Lloyd helped her sister with her column for
the Globe, wrote regular fashion and society articles for the Telegraph,
whilst being a staff member of the Lady’s Pictorial.24 The openness of
journalism could be a mixed blessing. It needed no apprenticeship.
Men with no ‘previous newspaper drudgery’, the smart MP, successful
barrister or popular novelist ‘may slip into an editorship or be made a
principal leader writer in preference to men of long standing in the
office, who perhaps have to teach him his duties and correct his blun-
ders’. These drudges easily obtained work as young and eager novices,
but often denied promotion, found it a trade easier to enter than
abandon. ‘The traditions and infirmities of Grub Street [of the eigh-
teenth century] are not extinct.’25 Equally the rise in social status of
journalists made it more respectable, thus more appealing to women
yet co-incidentally made it harder for them to compete from that
‘women’s sphere’ beyond gentlemen’s clubland.26

It was a period of both technological change within the press and of
the development of mass readership.27 Fox Bourne, the nineteenth-
century press historian, looking back at the turn of the century dis-
cerned four stages roughly corresponding to each quarter-century
(though the latter two overlap): Press Persecution, Press Liberation,
Press Cheapening and Press Widening (by which he understood the
development of niche markets and innovatory journals). Or as Hulda
Friederichs put it: in the early 1870s ‘the extraordinary number and
variety of papers offered to-day was not yet thought of’.28 Fox Bourne’s
chronology may be rough and ready, and too slickly developmental,
but he encapsulates well the nineteenth-century press perception of
itself. Changes in taxation, together with improved printing tech-
nology, had a marked effect on the commercial prosperity of the press,
enabling the publishing of the penny newspaper and many more pages
– and ads – for your penny.

In the 1830s new and lively journals sprouted up following reduc-
tions in the punitive advertisement tax and stamp duties. In 1832

Introduction 9



Christian Johnstone’s Tait’s, was complaining that ‘The workings of
these great enlighteners, the newspapers, might have been increased a
hundredfold, but for the short-sighted policy which has landed them
with a tax so heavy as to place them far beyond the purchase-price of
the majority.’ A year after the easing of the advertisement tax in 1834,
Tait’s lowering its price argued that the significantly increased reading
public was not a monied public. The market had changed. The new
technology and the logistics of fixed and variable costs relative to cir-
culation figures made price cutting inevitable. It was the day of the
‘cheap periodicals’ – ‘a new era in literature’.29 Cheap periodicals could
reach very high sales. Household Words, even at twopence, achieved a
circulation of 40 000, but that was somewhat later. The abolition of
the stamp duty in 1855, the expanded, more leisured middle-class and
what Wilkie Collins called ‘The Unknown Public’30, the newly-literate
working-classes, together led to an explosion in periodicals and a new
style of fiction publishing. Serialized fiction became a vital weapon in
the magazine circulation fight, though it was a two-edged sword. A
successful work could trigger a dramatic increase in circulation; a dud
one remorseless decline. Still, for fiction writers and editors alike, the
serial became essential.

Successful dailies reached not only a wide readership but, equally
important for some writers, an influential one. In the early decades of
the century sales of tens of thousands were a thing to wonder at. The
Times in 1817 had a daily circulation of between 6 000 and 7 000
though sensational news could, then as now, have a dramatic impact.
(The trial of Queen Caroline in 1820 more than doubled sales.) By
1878 the ordinary circulation of The Times was over 60 000; by 1898
Harmsworth’s highly successful Daily Mail averaged 800 000.31 Whilst
for a period the stamp acts established publication numbers, establish-
ing actual readership is fraught with difficulty. Class and numbers of
readers are difficult to calculate. Readership of magazines was likely to
be greater than stamp duty figures indicate. Cheaper papers passed
from hand to hand; dearer ones were housed in circulating libraries;
the spread of reading-rooms and local libraries continued the trend.
Expensive bound volumes were kept long after their publication date.
Their contents were not ephemeral but might influence readers
months – even years – after their original date of issue. Writers poten-
tially had a much wider area of influence than circulation figures alone
indicate. On the other hand the sheer diversity of contents in popular
magazines means that – serial fiction excepted – we have little evidence
as to how much of any paper was read.32 By the end of the century
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readers looked to periodicals for something quick and light. ‘[T]he day
of leisurely reading was gone.’33 Older journalists may have regretted
this, but the new generation accepted it as in the nature of things.

From the journalist’s point of view the scale of the changes is illus-
trated by the image of the mid-century editor of a daily newspaper in
Eliza Linton’s fictionalized editor of the Morning Chronicle, Cook, with
the options facing Janet Hogarth’s husband, W L Courtney, in the
1890s. Linton’s fictional version of Cook was at once ‘manager, editor,
and part proprietor’ and his ‘grinding at the daily mill’ kept his wife
and family ‘above the pressures of want, if not lifting them into the
airy latitudes of luxury’. Courtney apparently refused the PMG editor-
ship because with his family commitments ‘the Daily Telegraph offered
a safer background and better pension prospects’.34 ‘Pressures of want’
in such circumstances is a nineteenth-century phrase; ‘pension
prospects’ that of the twentieth.

The technological changes which Christian Johnstone remarked were
to accelerate at a rate she could never have envisaged. In the early 1880s
the Daily Telegraph had ten Hoe’s machines together turning out an
average of 120 000 copies an hour, utilizing a new ‘patent roller compo-
sition, which did away with frequent ‘cleaning up’ and boasted a clear
image.35 By 1900 Hoe & Co, whose first small cylinder newspaper press
had been constructed in 1833, advertised its latest ‘octuple newspaper
perfecting press and folder’ as the ‘Largest Newspaper Machine in the
World’ capable of producing an eight page paper at the speed of 96 000
copies per hour and even sixteen pages at 48 000. This was double the
speed of its machine of seven years earlier. There had also been
significant changes in periodical illustration. For the Jubilee even The
Times ‘blossomed out in colour with a supplement – made in Germany’
and most dailies were illustrated. Monthlies and weeklies had been illus-
trated for decades, and even the dailies had for special events inserted
large wood-engravings, but as Joseph Pennell, writing in the Nineteenth
Century pointed out, the printing methods were different. The technical
advances in typesetting and speed of printing actually militated against
high quality daily newspaper illustration. Monthlies and weeklies were
printed on a stop cylinder or flat press. The illustrations for the Century
went to press three months in advance. Dailies in the 1890s run off
rotary presses produced copies at around 20 000 an hour. The monthly
therefore needed many presses, operating at a much slower rate, for its
production and could easily afford to take one out for experimental pur-
poses. When Pennell had been involved in experimental work on the
Chronicle the financial risk had been contrastingly high.36
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The proliferation of direct competitors and the spread of the cheap
magazines posed problems for the finances of periodical publishers.
The would-be contributor, however, though facing increased competi-
tion of her own as more girls rushed into journalism, enjoyed a widen-
ing market for her work. Indeed Florence Fenwick-Miller saw
Martineau as a pioneer in an almost inevitable process which linked
the emergence of such women directly to technological advances. 

The printing-press which multiplies the words of the thinker; the
steam-engine, which both feeds the press and rushes off its product,
and the electric telegraph, which carries thought around the globe
make this an age in which mental force assumes an importance
which it never had before in the history of mankind. Mind will be
more and more valued and cultivated, and will grow more and more
influential; and the condition and status of women must alter
accordingly… we can no more prevent it than we can return to
hornbooks, or to trial by ordeal….37

It is almost a Whig view of progress and enlightenment.
One of the key features of nineteenth-century journalism which Fox

Bourne’s broad categorization sweeps over is that of anonymous publi-
cation. The practice was of great importance to women. The unsigned
article both aided and hindered women. It shielded their sex and gave
their press personæ the authority accorded to men. Bessie Parkes saw
women’s journalism flowering as the periodicals flourished. The two
demands, that of the magazines for ‘short, graphic papers, observation,
wit and moderate learning’ and that of the women for paid work they
could do at home, met. Yet women’s identities were hidden. ‘If editors
were ever known to disclose the dread secrets of their dens’ the public
would learn of the women ‘whose unsigned names are Legion; of their
rolls of manuscripts, which are as the sands of the sea.’38

Barbara Bodichon claimed that two-thirds of the writers 
in Chambers’s Edinburgh Journal (sic) were female, and that 
‘Mrs. Johnson’39 of Edinburgh was for years the real editor of the
Inverness Courier, the principal paper in the north of Scotland. In men-
tioning Christian Johnstone she hints at one of the difficulties in esti-
mating the amount of journalistic work carried out by women viz. that
they often worked ‘behind’ men, doing the work but not receiving the
credit for it. Mrs Johnstone chose to remain elusive. The practice,
however, was a contested one. Charlotte Tonna thought that an editor
ought to be willing to be identified, and in a tough, competitive world
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anonymity, Mrs Baron-Wilson suggested, could mask the drudgery of
writing for a living. 

Do people … ever ask how are supplied the multitudinous works
which issue from the press, unheralded by any sign as to the authors
of them? The … sparkling or profound magazine articles; reviews;
leading articles; contributions to our excellent cheap literature such
as swarm at the railway termini … The producers of these riches are
… working authors, often possessed of great talents and erudition. 

But they lacked the iron constitution and business sense necessary for
fame.40

This shield was, for all but the most factual reporting, virtually abol-
ished by the ‘New Journalism’ of the final decades. The journalist was
now promoted above her article. The ‘New Journalism’, a phrase attrib-
uted to Matthew Arnold, was characterized by a popularization that
evoked the emotions of its readers, and engaged its expanding public
in a commercial enterprise that viewed itself as part of a process of
democratization.41 T P O’Connor argued both that the personal side of
public men was intrinsic to ‘the history and wisdom of a nation’, and
that the press was a bastion against fraudsters and conmen. Stylistically
it was characterized by its emphasis on ‘human interest’, what
O’Connor called its ‘more personal tone’, and the narrative format of
‘the interview’.42

The concept of ‘New Journalism’ was both partially created by and
contested by the press.43 One of its practitioners, Hulda Friederichs,
saw Newnes’s ‘lighter’ papers as supplanting the staple reading matter
of the newly literate – the ‘mawkish serial story’ and ‘sporting publica-
tions with their pernicious influence’ for which the 1870 Education Act
had created a market which would last ‘while the world stands’.44

Other journalists echoed her welcome to expansion and innovation,
despite reservations about its excesses. The Saturday Review surveying
the growth of the British press as the phenomenon of the last half-
century remarked the value of advertising and circulation and capital-
ization to secure ‘early intelligence and brilliant contributors’. ‘The
marvellous inventions of modern science are all in favour of the
moneyed journals.’ Yet the new distribution and intelligence-gathering
mechanisms the railways and telegraph, produced more pressurized
working conditions for correspondents and editors alike.45 The brash
side of ‘New Journalism’ is seen in Tit-Bits with its accompanying sen-
sational modes of advertising – carrying a copy guaranteed £100 insur-
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ance in the case of death in a railway accident – and competitions with
dramatic prizes. A seven-roomed house was the prize for a short-story
competition; £1 000 for a serial produced over 20 000 entries (only to
be won by Grant Allen).46 But it was not all as feather-brained as
Arnold claimed. Stead’s investigative journalism was as much a part of
it as the flamboyant advertisements for Tit-Bits. The interviews, gossip
column and format innovations like cross-heads were hall-marks of his
work, but Stead, with his reforming instincts, used them to more
serious effect than Newnes.47

Criticism focused upon the deleterious effects of advertising and
intrusion of privacy. The veteran Eliza Linton was shocked by some of
the journalistic manifestations, strongly objecting to being asked ‘to
submit yourself to the inquisitorial acumen of a girl young enough to
be your granddaughter’. 

The editor of such-and-such a paper [asks] … you to see a young
lady, whom you knew when … she was a golden-haired child, and
to answer her on such topics as she shall see fit to broach. The girl is
a good girl, a clever girl, a pretty girl, and one whose literary career
you would willingly help. But a certain feeling of self-respect and
dignity, as well as regard for the general fitness of things, makes you
decline….. you are asked to bare your soul, scarred and seamed and
tear-stained as it is with sorrow and experience, to the gaze of a
fresh young maid … With the creation of the interviewer, reticence
on the one side is destroyed – on the other, honour goes by the
board.

She regretted equally the decline of the scholar editor who knew how
to choose his contributors, and the advent of ‘young lions … fatuously
credited with literary, scientific, political and artistic omniscience’.48

Certain problems seem to have been shared by all female journalists,
whether British, mainland European or American, but there were dif-
ferences dependent upon local political circumstances as well as cul-
tural conditions. The new journalism of America was brassier and more
sensational than its English counterparts; it is difficult to imagine the
women journalists of London in the 1890s turning themselves into
stunt girls. Perhaps because nineteenth-century American society was
much less cohesive, and the Civil War itself a great disruption, some
early women journalists seem to have been much more adventurous
and eccentric than their British counterparts. Yet in other ways they
faced the same prejudices that Victorian would-be journalists met.
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There are reflections and precursors of Martineau and the Langham
Place group in Margaret Fuller, who like early English women journal-
ists was precocious and enjoyed an unusual education from her lawyer
and politician father; she could read Latin at six. ‘Her vigorous mind
struck flint on many of the issues of the day.’49 Her first Tribune article
was a two-and-a-half-column front page analysis of Emerson’s essays.
Ross considered her articles ‘choked with detail … editorial in tone …
her point of view was advanced and her style was always scholarly’.
She apparently shocked the Tribune readers by writing sympathetically
of prostitutes. Again in the 1850s Jenny June and Fanny Fern’s ‘tears,
fashions, recipes and women’s problems out … [in] the open’ were just
a little more advanced than their English equivalents. The develop-
ments in the later decades, however, particularly the ‘yellow press’ and
the stunt girls had no exact British parallels, although American
influences affected the ‘New Journalism’.

In one sense American journalists were nearer to their English coun-
terparts than those just across the channel. Though the veteran Paris
correspondent, Emily Crawford, found Mme Claude Vignon and
‘Séverine’, both moulded as journalists by political events, inspira-
tional, she thought the profession ‘well-nigh closed’ to women in
France, because of ‘the pest of gallantry’ and narrow ideas of a
Frenchwoman’s place in society.50 British society may have been more
open in its views than the French, but its womenfolk who successfully
entered journalism were still in many ways atypical. Many of them
enjoyed a rather cosmopolitan life. Extensive travel abroad was
common, and Mrs Gatty and Miss Yonge were unusual in their rela-
tively limited experience of foreign parts. Their personal domestic
lives, too, reveal common factors, a high incidence of spinsterhood or
equivocal marital status, legal or informal separation or divorce. 

The numbers of women in journalism almost certainly increased
over the century, but we have no exact figures. Census returns provide
a rough guide, but many freelance women contributors, particularly in
the earlier decades, may not be entered as such.51 Journalism was never
an easy option, and by the end of the century when girls found it
peculiarly attractive there was a widespread perception among their
elders that it was overglamorized and overcrowded. Janet Hogarth and
Frances Low, both from a journalistic background, considered the
requisite educational level well below that of the new breed of Girton
girls. One woman’s magazine reader added the attractions of journal-
ism to the standard reasons why even at good rates needlewomen were
impossible to find. ‘Our girls will rush into journalism, teaching or the
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stage, three professions already overstocked, and neglect really useful
branches of employment, by which they might earn a steady, if not
luxurious livelihood.’52 A decade earlier The Girl’s Own Paper, remarking
journalism’s attractions to the young of both sexes, warned that it was
overcrowded and ‘likely to prove a very precarious enterprise’ for any
girl needing to earn her own living.53

Yet for those who took up the challenge journalism had much to
offer, giving opportunities for writers with no talent or inclination for
fiction. It provided an arena to debate directly those social and political
issues from which women were excluded at all levels of government, a
vehicle to promote political and religious beliefs, a channel to educate
or influence other women. In the absence of higher education it gave a
formal outlet for sustained consideration of their informal studies. It
offered, if precariously, a source of earnings from work which could in
many instances be done from home, and ‘fitted round’, albeit with
ingenuity, effort and strain, domestic commitments. Those who edited
or published even engaged in business. Collectively these women made
a distinct contribution to the development of journalism in the nine-
teenth century, so influencing their culture and society. One can trace
through their work and the divergence of female streams of thought
on the ‘Sex’ question, the struggle for women’s rights to education,
employment, property and the vote. Norton, Blessington, Howitt,
Martineau, Lynn Linton, Oliphant, Bodichon, Cobbe – their names
interconnect and part company as the decades roll on. One can read in
their critical debates ideas that helped to shape literary genres and
public responses to the arts. Whether editing a religious paper or
writing an etiquette column women shared in that dynamic inter-
action of press and reader which was such an important factor in the
shaping of their society. Their work should not be underestimated.
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