Contents

General Editor’s Preface
PART 1: THE NOVELS
Introduction

1 Writer and Reader

Introduction

The Mayor of Casterbridge and the Voice of the
Hardyan Narrator

Jude the Obscure: Dramatic Method

Tess of the d’Urbervilles : the Narrative of Indirection

Far from the Madding Crowd and Psychological Analysis

Conclusions

Methods of Analysis

Suggestions for Further Work

2 Beginnings and Endings
Introduction
The Mayor of Casterbridge: a Family without a Name
Far from the Madding Crowd: a ‘rural painting’
Jude the Obscure: the Uses of Realism
Tess of the d’Urbervilles: the Case of the Disappearing
Heroine
Conclusions
Methods of Analysis
Suggestions for Further Work

3 Nature and Humanity
Introduction
Tess of the d’Urbervilles: ‘impregnated by their
surroundings’

v

viil

11
16
21
27
28
29

30
30
32
40
45

51
56
57
57

59
59

60



vi

Contents

Jude the Obscure: Landscape and Alienation

Far from the Madding Crowd: Nature’s Violence

The Mayor of Casterbridge: the Uncertainty of Harvests
Conclusions

Methods of Analysis

Suggestions for Further Work

4 Individuals and Communities

Introduction

Far from the Madding Crowd: ‘in harmony’

Tess of the d’Urbervilles: the ‘club-walking’

Jude the Obscure: the Outsider

The Mayor of Casterbridge: Communal Punishment
Conclusions

Methods of Analysis

Suggestions for Further Work

5 Tradition and Change

Introduction

Tess of the d’Urbervilles: the Two Worlds of
Country and City

Jude the Obscure: Change in the Village

The Mayor of Casterbridge: the Mechanization of Farming

Far from the Madding Crowd: the Woman Farmer
Conclusions

Methods of Analysis

Suggestions for Further Work

6 Men and Women

Introduction

Far from the Madding Crowd: a Symbolic Seduction
Jude the Obscure: Male Innocence and Female Designs
The Mayor of Casterbridge: Love and Rivalry

Tess of the d’Urbervilles: 1deal and Reality in Love
Conclusions

Methods of Analysis

Suggestions for Further Work

65
71
74
79
82
83

84
84
85
91
96
100
105
106
107

108
108

108
113
117
122
127
127
128

130
130
131
136
142
147
153
156
156



Contents

vii

PART 2: THE CONTEXT
7 Hardy’s Life and Work
8 The Context of Hardy’s Fiction

9 Samples of Criticism

Michael Millgate, Thomas Hardy : His Career
as a Novelist (1971)

Arnold Kettle, 7ess of the d’Urbervilles’ (1951)

Rosemarie Morgan, Cancelled Words: Rediscovering
Thomas Hardy (1992)

Elaine Showalter, “The Unmanning of the Mayor
of Casterbridge’ (1979)

Richard Dellamora, Masculine Desire: The Sexual
Polities of Victorian Aestheticism (1990)

10 Guide to Further Reading
Autobiography and Biography
Reference
Criticism: General
Criticism: Specific Texts

Index

161

174

183

183
185

188
190
192
194
194
195
195
196

198



PART 1

THE NOVELS



Introduction

Hardy published fourteen novels, and this book is primarily con-
cerned with four of them — though it should be said that many of the
points made apply also to works not directly discussed here. In the
first six chapters, the four texts will be considered from different
points of view so as to illuminate various aspects of theme, ideas,
style and technique. In each chapter, passages from the four novels
will be used as starting-points. The analyses of these passages will
draw attention to specific features that are characteristic of the text in
question of, in many cases, of Hardy’s fiction as a whole. In this way,
detailed analysis will often broaden into generalization, and at the end
of each chapter there are suggestions of other passages that the
student may wish to subject to similar analysis.
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