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PROOF

What is the history of
reading and writing?

At the beginning of the twenty-first century, we have convinced ourselves
that we are going through an information revolution unique in history.
In the field of information technology, the rate of change seems aston-
ishingly rapid. One by one, ‘revolutionary’ technologies are adopted and
quickly sink into obsolescence: the electronic typewriter (does anybody
even remember them?), the fax machine, the video cassette recorder. We
are living, it is said, in an information society, in which the rich and pow-
erful are no longer the ‘captains of industry’ admired by the nineteenth
century, but the CEOs of media and entertainment corporations.’ It is a
good idea to take a historical view of rapid change in textual and visual
communication, both to put recent changes into perspective and to be
more precise about what is actually new about them. In reality, every
society since ancient Egypt has been an ‘information society’, in the sense
that those who control and restrict access to knowledge in any society
thereby control a key component of power.

The purpose of this book is precisely to adopt a much-needed histor-
ical perspective on books, reading and writing in the West. It charts the
changing conditions which have determined access to textual communi-
cation and the uses to which it has been put. In order to do so, it does not
adopt the viewpoint of authors (who were often unidentifiable) or even
of publishers, scribes and printers, although their role in textual produc-
tion has been crucial and will not be neglected. The principal focus will
be on the consumer rather than the producer; in other words, this will
be a history of literature and textual communication in general from the
standpoint of the reader. It aims to show how the relationship of readers
(and writers, too) with their texts has changed over time, and how those
changes have been influenced by the technological, economic, political
and cultural developments which are central to Western history.
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This book devotes more space to reading than writing, but this bal-
ance simply reflects the current state of scholarship. Whereas cultural
historians have developed quite sophisticated approaches to the study of
the act of reading, scholars are only just beginning to realise the impor-
tance of writing practices at all levels of past societies. The richness of
scribal cultures is now starting to surface. This book is written, however,
in the conviction that we should no longer separate the historical study
of reading from that of writing, but should explore them together and
investigate the connections between them. In so doing, we must also con-
nect the history of reading and writing to wider historical problems. This
book accordingly devotes chapters to some of the major turning points
in the history of the West, including the Renaissance, the Protestant Ref-
ormation and the origins of the French Revolution. The role of print
production and the contribution of reading and writing to these events
will be discussed.

This introductory chapter will review some of the main ideas and
approaches used in the history of reading and writing.

Concepts in the history of reading

The history of reading is concerned with all the factors which have deter-
mined the reception of texts. It asks what was read in any given society,
by whom and how. In what social situations did people read? Did they
read silently and alone, or aloud in groups? Did they read casually,
purely for diversion, in a fragmented and disengaged manner, as Richard
Hoggart described the approach of English working-class readers in the
1950s?? Or did they read obsessively, in a dedicated and concentrated
way, seeking self-improvement, enlightenment or emancipation? What
exactly was the purpose of reading for the readers under consideration —
did they read for distraction and escape, for learning, for reference, for
practical advice or out of religious devotion? Did they carefully re-read
a few well-worn texts, or did they fast-read and then throw away their
reading, as magazine readers do today, in a perpetual search for novelty?
For example, the historian Carlo Ginzburg laments the disappearance
of ‘slow reading’, alluding perhaps with tongue in cheek to the Italian
‘slow food’ movement, arguing the need for close textual examination
and criticism and deploring crash courses in fast-reading.?

The history of reading includes a study of the norms and practices
which determine readers’ responses. Certain reading models incorporat-
ing recommended reading material, rules and taboos have been promoted
by churches, trade unions, educators and other groups intent on directing
or mobilising the reader. How have readers responded to such recommen-
dations? We need to ask these questions if we are to evaluate how readers
integrate their reading into the cultural or educational capital they have
already accumulated. At the heart of this agenda lies an investigation
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into how meaning is ascribed to texts. Only in the act of reading, in the
confrontation between reader and text, does literature come alive. The
history of the reader, therefore, is a socio-historical study of the factors
which produce meaning.

The (mainly German) exponents of Reception Theory launched their
hunt for the reader in the literary text itself. Embedded in every piece of
literature, they argue, lies an ‘implied’ or a ‘hidden’ reader.* Novels give
the reader guidelines on which to base judgements, raise his or her expec-
tations and leave clues designed to mobilise the reader’s imagination. On
occasion, for example, the eighteenth-century novel would address the
reader directly. The text, in this theory, may open up several different
interpretive possibilities for the reader, and it assumes his or her active
participation. The presence of the reader, and the reader’s expectations
of a work of fiction, may thus be deduced from within the text.

These ideas unfortunately lack a historical perspective. They assume
that literary texts are static and immutable, whereas they are constantly
re-edited over time, in different versions and formats and at different
prices. Each re-incarnation of a text targets a new public, whose partici-
pation and expectations are guided not just by authors but by publishing
strategies, illustrations and all the other physical aspects of the book.

In any case, as a historian of reading I am less interested in implied or
putative readers than in actual readers. Individual readers have recorded
their reactions in their own autobiographies, letters and diaries, or per-
haps they have been coerced into explaining their responses (for example,
by the Inquisition). I am chiefly concerned not with the implications of
canonical texts fossilised in time but with real readers in specific histor-
ical circumstances, who can provide us with what Janice Radway calls
‘an empirically-based ethnography of reading’.’ Two initiatives, one in
Britain and the other in the USA, pursue further the traces of actual his-
torical readers and their practices. The Reading Experience Database,
or RED for short, has assembled a multitude of details from varied
sources on individual readers’ responses in Britain between 1450 and
1945. The rather different American project, entitled “What Middletown
Read’, will provide complete evidence of who borrowed what from the
Public Library in Muncie, Indiana, between 1891 and 1902. The results
of both these innovative projects will be available online, and the RED
may already be consulted.®

Reading is a creative process. The reader is not an empty or transpar-
ent receptacle who automatically receives the ‘imprint’ of what is read.
Readers select, interpret, re-work and re-imagine what they read; their
responses are far from uniform. The principle of the reader’s autonomy is
fundamental to the history of reading. In Michel de Certeau’s metaphor,
the reader is a poacher.” Readers as consumers hide as it were in the text;
they are trespassers, creeping about the proprietor’s estate for their own
nefarious purposes. The estate is not their property; the landscape has
been laid out by other hands; but, undetected, they take what they need
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from it — a hare here, a thrush there, even a deer if they are lucky — and
escape without leaving a trace on the page. In this way, the individual
reader insinuates his or her own meanings and purposes into another’s
text. Each individual reader has silent and invisible ways of subverting
the dominant order of consumerised culture. Readers are not passive
or docile; they make texts their own, improvising personal meanings
and making unexpected textual connections. Sometimes our elites and
advertising industries assume that the public is moulded by the consumer
products which are offered to it. Consumer passivity, however, is a fal-
lacy. As De Certeau bluntly put it, ‘It is always a good idea to remember
that we shouldn’t treat people like idiots.”®

At this point, we hit a snag. If, as this book argues, individual readers
engage in a dynamic interaction with what is read, and share in the pro-
duction of meaning, if, in addition, they develop private interpretations
which are not in any way predetermined, then how are we to write their
personal histories? The danger is that we will be faced with a multiplic-
ity of individual stories, all of them unique. If we dissolve the history of
reading into a myriad of free agents, all arriving at unexpected conclu-
sions, we have a state of subjective anarchy in which no generalisations
are either possible or legitimate.

There are ways out of this dilemma. Pierre Bourdieu offers a socio-
logical perspective on the problem. According to Bourdieu, the reader
comes to a text with an accumulated ‘cultural capital’, made up of two
components — his or her economic and cultural capital — which deter-
mine preferences. Bourdieu posed a pertinent question for the historian of
reading, namely what are the social conditions determining the consump-
tion and appropriation of culture?® Some key socio-cultural components
of class, including one’s level of schooling, produce a cultural compe-
tence which defines what we call ‘taste’. In other words, it allows the
reader to ‘decode’ a literary work, identify its style, period, genre or
author. For Bourdieu, even the ways we acquire cultural objects like
books and use them are themselves signs of class, through which we
identify ourselves with certain groups and distance ourselves from others.
Some readers buy books from antiquarian dealers while others subscribe
to the fine reproductions edited by the Folio Society, as distinct from
others who find their books in supermarkets or second-hand paperback
exchanges. In the process of selecting and responding to what we read,
according to Bourdieu, we are operating a strategy of distinction and
affirming our membership of a particular social or cultural group. Social
groups or communities share a common habitus which determines their
cultural practices and shapes the common characteristics of an entire
lifestyle.

Bourdieu’s sociology of consumer practices reminds us that readers are
not entirely alone: they belong to social groups. They may also belong
to ‘interpretive communities’. Stanley Fish, the American literary critic
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to whom we owe this idea, offers a useful corrective to the anarchic
tendencies of reading history previously mentioned.!® To adapt a well-
worn phrase, readers make their own meanings, but they do not make
them entirely as they wish. Readers do so as members of a community
which shares certain assumptions about literature and what it consti-
tutes. Members of a reading community may not know each other or
even be aware of each other’s existence, and this fact alone stretches
our conventional ideas of community. Members of a reading community,
however, have a common set of criteria for judging what is ‘good’ or
‘bad’ literature, for categorising texts as belonging to certain genres and
for establishing their own genre hierarchies. Reading communities may
be readers of the same newspaper, they may have an institutional basis
like a literary society or a university faculty or they might be defined
more loosely in terms of gender or social class. Perhaps as women read-
ers, or as militant communist workers, they employ similar interpretive
strategies in attributing meaning to their books. Individual readers may
of course belong to several reading communities at once.

Fish would probably be enormously surprised by the distance that his-
torians have since run with his original conception. James Smith Allen, to
take a prominent example, took the idea of the interpretive community
as the starting point for his analysis of readers’ letters to nineteenth-
century French fiction writers.!! He found that, at the beginning of the
century, readers’ letters valued the noble sentiments expressed in fiction.
They envisaged the author as a man of fine aristocratic sensibilities (thus
Stendhal received letters addressed to ‘Monsieur de Stendhal’). Readers
judged writers according to traditional shared criteria, which demanded
moral lessons and allegiance to neoclassical virtues of simplicity and
restraint. They adapted slowly to the realist ethic, and their correspon-
dence suggested to Allen that for some time they associated realism
with immorality. Gradually, the impact of Flaubert and Zola redefined
the expectations of the public. Instead of praising a novel’s refinement
and delicate taste, readers were more likely to appreciate its energy and
power. These insights, building on valuable direct evidence of readers’
responses, gave Allen’s work shape and direction.

Fish’s notion, to which Allen’s work refers, is only a starting point.
It does not give us enough help to define the social realities of read-
ing communities in historical time. For this we need a social context.
As Robert Darnton reminded us, ascribing meaning to texts is a social
activity.!’> The process is not wholly individual and random, but relies
on broader social and cultural conditioning factors. The expectations
brought to the book by readers are formed through shared social expe-
rience. These expectations may also be encouraged by publishers who
adopt marketing strategies aimed at particular communities of readers.
This already goes beyond Fish’s own formulations, but his ideas need a
broad interpretation.
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A community of readers can exist on various levels. On one level, it
shares a common stock of literary references or images drawn from a
shared imaginary library. Thus early British migrants to Australia, faced
with the novel and threatening experiences of their new life, refracted
them through shared literary analogies. On the long sea journey to
Australia, for example, Coleridge was a regular companion. Emigrants’
diaries and journals rarely failed to describe one particular landmark
experience: the first sighting of the albatross, followed by attempts to
kill or capture a specimen, in the style of the Ancient Mariner. “Who
could doubt their supernatural attributes? Certainly not a spirit-chilled
lands woman, with Coleridge’s magic legend perpetually repeating itself
to her’, wrote 27-year-old Louisa Meredith, arriving in Sydney in 1839.
Louisa was to surround herself with mementos of the reading community
from which she felt uprooted. She called her spaniel Dick Swiveller (from
Dickens’ Old Curiosity Shop), and she rode horses called Touchstone and
Audrey (from Shakespeare’s As You Like It)."

This agenda for the history of reading developed from the histoire du
livre, as initiated by Lucien Febvre and the Annales school of history,
and continued by Robert Darnton among many others. These scholars
showed the importance of placing literary production into a social and
economic context. They understood books as material and commercial
objects, produced for profit and sent in search of readers. The history of
the book thus emphasised the role of the printers, publishers and book-
sellers who manufactured books and brought them to the reading public.
Darnton developed the notion of the communications circuit (Figure 1.1),
which genuflected in the direction of the author, but emphasised as well
all the producers and distributive networks which give books a material
reality and a social meaning.!* The paper manufacturers, the composi-
tors, the bookbinders, the itinerant peddlers, the smugglers of forbidden
literature, librarians, booksellers — all these and other characters in the
chain of production now became the objects of historical investigation.
Darnton’s model of textual transmission invites criticism for its anachro-
nisms: it reflects the world of eighteenth-century France, when literature
was peddled and smuggled to avoid censorship, and when books were
often sold unbound for readers to bind as they wished.!> In addition, the
model is vague about how readers influence publishers. In spite of such
criticisms, however, Darnton’s scheme effectively dethrones the author
from his or her role as sole creator.

L’histoire du livre also incorporates the study of the evolving material
forms of the book. Authors, we are frequently reminded, write texts; they
do not write books. As Stoddard explained,

Whatever they may do, authors do not write books. Books are not
written at all. They are manufactured by scribes and other artisans,
by mechanics and other engineers, and by printing presses and other
machines.'®
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The physical form of the text, on screen or on paper, its format, the dispo-
sition of typographical space on the page are all factors which determine
the historical relationship between reader and text. The historian of read-
ing attempts to elucidate the relationships between the text in its physical
form, the means by which it was circulated and the meaning ascribed
to it by its eventual public. Many rules and constraints determine these
connections, some of them imposed by governmental or clerical censor-
ship. There are technical limitations to be taken into account, as well as
limitations deriving from the nature of the market for books in historical
time. We might also trace the invention of the author, as a distinct legal
persona, endowed since the eighteenth century at least with some form
of intellectual property rights. We may also want to discuss the role of
print culture as an essential part of the formation of a public sphere in the
late eighteenth century. Considering the historical importance of print in
European and Western culture, this agenda concerns all of us whose task
it is to read and criticise texts.

The story of writing

We can tell the story of reading as it developed from the exclusive
attribute of a few into a necessity of life for all. At the same time,
the Western world learned to write, and the democratisation of writ-
ing forms an important theme of this book. Reading and writing were
not quite simultaneous processes — on the whole, the expansion of writ-
ing practices followed the spread of reading — but this book will treat
them together as far as possible. Writing had its public and bureaucratic
forms: from the monumental inscriptions of ancient Rome to the writ-
ing of vast organisations like the Catholic Church, writing was always
an essential instrument of power. In Fernand Braudel’s famous work The
Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip 11, he
pictured Philip of Spain at the centre of the greatest Empire the world had
ever seen.!” It was an Empire organised, administered and held together
by bureaucratic writing on an unprecedented scale and pursued at an
exhausting pace. Braudel imagined Philip at the centre of a global episto-
lary web, as a graphomaniac overwhelmed by his writing responsibilities.
In Braudel’s vision, ‘writing the Empire” made Philip its victim at the same
time as it enabled him to be its master.

The writing of power always engendered fear among the subordinate
classes. They saw writing as a means by which governments recorded
their land and possessions, levied taxes on them, organised conscription
and administered an oppressive legal system. Since writing was an
attribute of clerical elites, the uneducated sometimes imagined that it pos-
sessed magical powers. In the Caribbean, recounted Lopez de Gomara,
the Indians carrying the papers of their European lords hung them at the
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far end of a pole at a safe distance, because they were convinced that
‘they contained some spirit and that they could speak, like some deity
speaking through a man, and not by human means’.'®

Increasingly, however, individuals appropriated writing for their own
private purposes. The spread of cursive script, familiarly known as
‘joined-up’ or ‘running’ writing, facilitated more private and informal
uses of writing technology in medieval Europe. In the modern period,
writing was appropriated by every section of society for a wide range of
purposes, sometimes pragmatic, sometimes intimate. Even for the hum-
blest peasant, specific crises and moments made written communication
absolutely essential. These situations occurred at times of great migra-
tions of peoples, and in times of separation from one’s family during
war or imprisonment. The nineteenth century, in particular, witnessed a
huge expansion of writing activity at every social level. We must therefore
consider the West’s apprenticeship in writing alongside its acquisition of
reading skills.

Aims and objectives

The history of reading and writing goes in search of four main objectives.
Firstly, our task is to find the targeted reader, or the audience desired and
solicited by both author and publisher. The targeted reader may leave
traces in the text itself, but stronger clues are usually found in the com-
mercial or editing strategies chosen by the publisher to reach the desired
market. The novels of Walter Scott, for example, which were immensely
popular in Europe in the early nineteenth century, were sometimes
presented as love stories and sometimes as realistic historical novels. Sim-
ilarly, some editions of Jules Verne’s novels stressed their pedagogic value
and treated them almost as geography lessons, while their illustrations
sometimes undermined this marketing approach by stressing the adven-
ture and suspense which appealed to young male readers. In the choice of
price, format, in the quality of the paper and binding, in the typeface and
layout, in the presence or absence of illustration and in the marketing
tactics employed to sell the work, the targeted reader can be detected.

Secondly, we are hunting for actual readers and their responses. Var-
ious constraints surround them, and we need to consult the normative
sources, by which I mean all the pressures, bans and instructions through
which elites and other institutions seek to channel and structure an indi-
vidual’s reading and to promote what they think ought to be read. To find
flesh-and-blood readers, however, we must also plunge into their autobi-
ographies, whether written or oral, spontaneously composed or written
under duress from a spiritual confessor. Readers have written about their
own reading and reactions to it and in doing so create valuable material
for the study of reading practices in the past.
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A third and more general aim remains to historicise the encounter
between the reader and the text. The material form of the book is an
important ingredient in identifying a market and soliciting certain read-
ing responses. The ways in which a text reaches its readers may also
affect the way it is received. The reader’s own background and culture
will further influence how the text is appropriated. The history of read-
ing will then become a study of how meaning is ascribed to texts, and
of the norms and practices which determine how in the past we have
understood and made use of literature.

The fourth objective is to demonstrate the democratisation of writ-
ing practices, in all its ramifications. These include exploring how the
growing mastery of the written word served governments and opened
up new possibilities for individual communication. The access to writing
has contributed to the emancipation of workers and women. This liberat-
ing process has always been dependent on the development of writing as
an evolving technology. The multiple uses of writing — whether bureau-
cratic or religious, or domestic and familial — form part of the history
of scribal culture in the Western world. They raise questions about the
complex relationship between oral and written culture in pre-industrial
societies.

Several turning points stand out in such a history, and the revolutions
of the book help to frame what follows. One of the first of these was
the invention of the codex, whose advantages allowed it to gradually
replace the scroll. Another was the medieval invention of silent reading
as the normal method of textual appropriation, which gradually took
the place of reading as an oral performance and a communal activity.
Reading aloud of course did not disappear; it still exists in different and
specific contexts and we must be alert to them. These transformations are
introduced in Chapter 2. A third landmark was the invention of print-
ing, which, as this book will argue, has been overrated. The invention of
printing is discussed in Chapter 3, and the role of print in the European
Renaissance, Reformation and early modern popular culture is outlined
in Chapters 4, 5 and 6. Chapter 7 analyses the rise of reading and writ-
ing literacy over several centuries. In Chapters 8 and 9, the importance of
Enlightenment literature and its reception is discussed, as well as the sig-
nificance of the so-called ‘reading revolution’ at the end of the eighteenth
and beginning of the nineteenth centuries. A fourth revolution in read-
ing and writing occurred in the nineteenth century, which witnessed the
industrialisation of the book and the advent of a mass literary culture.
These questions form the subject matter of Chapters 10 and 11, while
Chapter 12 is entirely devoted to the spread of writing practices in this
period.

Lastly, the appearance of computerised text brings us into the present.
Some contemporary reactions to hypertext eerily resemble fifteenth-
century responses to printing, ranging from hailing a new utopia to dire
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prophecies of doom. In spite of such parallels, the computer revolution
has proved far more profound than Gutenberg’s invention, in that it com-
pletely changed the material form of the codex which had been dominant
for at least 1500 years. It has also invited an unprecedented involvement
of the reader in the text, changing the way we write as well as the way
we read.
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see also Antwerp; Flemish language;
Louvain; belles-lettres
(classification)
belles-lettres (classification), 71, 128
Belshazzar, 13
Benchbooks, see libro da banco
(‘benchbooks’)
Bentley (publisher), 147
Bergman, Ingmar, 98
Berlin, 148, 150
Bern, 114, 115
Bern copyright convention, 146
bestsellers
Encyclopédie, 113-15
French Ancien Regime, 117
mass reading public, 140-1
readers (1880s-1930s), 159
reading fever (1750-1830),
130, 134
twentieth century, 187-8,
190, 194
Bible
Catholics, 54
division into books etc, 56
mass reading public, 141
medieval age, 20-1
oral culture, 16
ownership, 61, 112

popular culture, 74, 81
printing revolution, 28, 31, 31,
32-3,38-9
Protestant Reformation, 43—4,
54-5
reading, see Bible reading
swearing on, 56
vernacular, 45-8, 49-57
see also New Testament; Old
Testament
Bible reading
literacy, 89, 91-2, 95, 99, 102
reading culture (1880s-1930s), 159
reading fever (1750-1830), 128,
134-5
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 50-1,
56-7
bibliographies, 70
bibliotheque bleue, 76-9, 81,
86-7,151
bibliotheque rose, 147
Biggles books, 187
binding, 31, 65, 139, 186, 192
biography, 129, 169, 192
see also autobiographies
biro pens, 196
birthday cards, 180
Bismarck, Prince, 148
Black Letter, see Gothic script
Blakers, George, 182
Blondie, 187
Bloom, Lynn, 172
Blyton, Enid, 187
Boccaccio, Giovanni, 59, 64, 78, 81,
84, 166
Bodin, Jean, 66
Bodleian Library, Oxford, 71
Bohemia, 44, 54
Bolleme, Genevieve, 78
Boniface VIII, Pope, 22
book-burnings, 49, 53-4, 56,
106-7, 188
book clubs, 187, 191-5
book fairs, 29, 121, 150
Book of Common Prayer, 47
Book-of-the-Month Club, 191-4
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book ownership
Bible, 61, 112
early print culture, 35
French Ancien Regime, 111-13
mass reading public, 141
popular culture, 73, 79
readers (1880s-1930s), 154, 158-9,
163, 168
reading fever (1750-1830),
128,130
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 46, 54
Renaissance, 63-7
twentieth century, 193, 198
book prices, 45-6, 79, 110, 113, 114,
115, 142-5, 190-1
book production
costs, 32, 36-7
digital age, 199
early printing, 27-8, 30, 33, 36-7,
40-1
Enlightenment, 113
mass reading public, 139-41, 151
print explosion (1750-1830), 113,
120-2, 128
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 46, 52
Renaissance, 37, 58, 59-60,
61-2, 68
twentieth century, 186, 188
see also print runs
book trade
French Ancien Regime, 106-18
mass reading public, 141
print explosion (1750-1830), 120-2
regulation, 42, 51, 53, 71
twentieth century, 186
see also booksellers & bookshops;
printers; publishers &
publishing
books
digital age, 195
history of, 1, 6, 10
manuscript, see manuscripts
material form, see physical formats
medieval, 24
ownership, see book ownership
physical form, see codex; physical
formats

popular culture, 74, 76
prices, see book prices
printed, 27-8, 30, 35, 37, 72
reading (digital age), 186, 189-99
reading cultures (1880s—1930s),
153-70
reading fever (1750-1830),
125,133
Renaissance, 58-72
Renaissance uses, 68-70
teaching methods, 16
writing and, 171
see also codex; paperbacks
books of hours, 20, 30, 37, 51, 64,
73,77, 112
booksellers & bookshops
censorship, 106, 109
mass reading public, 137, 145-7,
148-50, 151
popular culture, 79
printing revolution, 29-31, 40, 42
reading fever (1750-1830),
120-1, 130
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 52, 55
role, 6
twentieth century, 187, 190-1, 194
see also colporteurs (itinerant
peddlers)
bookshops, see booksellers &
bookshops
Bordeaux, 101, 113, 157
Borges, Jorge Luis, 195
Borstell and Reimarus (Berlin), 148
Boston, 131, 144, 168
Boswell, Annabella, 176
Bourdieu, Pierre, 4
Bradbury, Ray
Fabrenbeit 451, 189
Bradshaigh, Lady, 135
Brame, Caroline, 174
Braudel, Fernand, 8§
Brava de la Serna, Marco, 21
Brazil, 104, 183
Breton language, 90, 97, 101,
113, 155
Bretons, 112, 155
Brissot, Jacques Pierre
Patriote frangais, 124



238

PROOF

Index

Britain, see British Isles
British and Foreign Bible Society, 141
British Empire, 16, 138, 140-1, 187
British Isles, 19, 24
literacy, 89, 94, 101
mass reading public, 138-49, 151
medieval age, 19, 24
popular culture, 79
printing, 30, 38-9, 42
publishing, 109
pulp fiction, 187
readers, 3, 6
readers (1880s-1930s), 154-53,
158-70
reading fever (1750-1830), 121,
123, 126-7, 130-1
reading groups, 193-5
Reformation period, 47
Renaissance, 61
writing, 172, 175-6, 183
see also England; Ireland; Scotland;
Welsh
Brittany, see Breton language; Bretons
broadsheets, 47, 49, 60, 116
broadsides, 57, 86, 125
brochures, 30, 47, 63, 76
Bronte, Charlotte, 183
Brotherhood of Our Lady of the
Visitation, Madrid, 76
Brown, Matthew P., 133
browsing, see fragmented reading
(‘interstitial reading’)
Buffalo Bill, 163
Buffon, Comte de, 111
Bunyan, John
Pilgrim’s Progress, 128
bureaucratic literacy, 21-4, 25,
88,103
bureaucratic writing, 8, 10, 13-14, 22
Burghley, Lord, 80
Burke, Peter, 75
Burkina Faso, 199
Burney, Fanny, 130
burning books, see book-burnings

cabinets de lecture, see lending
libraries; libraries & reading
rooms

Cade, Jack, 102-3

cafés, see clubs & cafés
Calas, Jean, 125
Calmann-Lévy (publisher), 146
Calvin, Jean, 45, 49-50, 52, 64
Calvinism, 44, 46, 48, 52, 55, 57, 99
camouflage printing, 52
canonical texts, 3, 119-20, 143, 146,
163, 167, 189, 193, 200
capitalism, 29, 113, 125, 139, 145-6,
151, 154, 165
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin, 195
Caribbean, 8, 101
Carnegie libraries, 149, 164
Carolingian minuscule, 23
Carolingian period, 23—4
Carroll, Lewis
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland,
140
Carter, Nick, 163
Cartland, Barbara, 190
cartoons, 186-7
Cartouche (folk tale), 77
Casanova, Giacomo
Memoirs, 166
Cassell, John (publisher), 146
Castiglione, Baldassare
The Courtier, 64
Castilian language, 61-2, 122
Catalan language, 61, 86
Catalonia, 24
Catherine II, Tsarina, 113
Catholic Church
book trade, 108
censorship, 108-9
Latin language, 62-3
literacy and, 88, 98-100
medieval, 13, 19, 22-4
popular culture, 74, 81-2
printing revolution, 28, 30, 32,
35,41
reactions to Protestant
Reformation, 43, 46-9, 50-4,

55,57

readers (1880s—-1930s), 155,
157,169

reading fever (1750-1830), 122,
124-5,127

Renaissance, 59, 64, 72
satirised, 116-17
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writing, 8, 173—4
see also Counter-reformation;
Inquisition; Vatican II (Second
Vatican Council)
Cato, Nancy, 197
Caxton, William, 30, 37
Celtic culture, 25
Cendrillon (Cinderella), 83—4
Censer, Jack, 123
censorship
French Ancien Régime, 105-18
libraries, 166-7
popular culture, 79
printing and, 36, 41-2
readers (1880s-1930s), 157, 166-7
reading, 2
reading fever (1750-1830), 125-6,
135
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 50-6
Renaissance, 59
scribes, 183
textual transmission, 6, 8
twentieth century dictatorships,
189-90
see also index of prohibited books
Central do Brasil (film), 183
Central Europe, 24, 89, 93
see also Austria; Bohemia; Hungary
Certeau, Michel de, 3-4
Cervantes, Miguel
Don Quixote, 53-4, 64, 74, 194
Chambers’ Papers for the People, 169
chapbooks, 74, 76-9, 80-1, 129, 151
Chapman and Hall (publisher), 144
Le Charivari (journal), 154
Charlemagne, 23, 77
Charles II, King of England, 80
Charles V, Emperor, 54
Charpentier (publisher), 142, 145
Chartier, Roger, 70, 78, 105, 115-17
Chartists, 169
Chaucer, Geoffrey, 37
Chavez, Hugo, 193
children and young people
digital age, 199
mass reading public, 139-40, 147,
150-2
popular culture, 83, 85

readers (1880s-1930s), 158,
163, 166
reading fever (1750-1830), 131,
133, 135, see also families
twentieth century, 186-7, 193
writing, 173-5, 1824
China
ancient, 12, 15
literacy, 200
printing, 19
Chinese characters, 13-15, 29
chivalry, see romance reading
Chomsky, Noam
Hegemony or Survival, 193
Chow, Kai-Wing, 29
Chrisman, Miriam Usher, 46, 60
Christian Brothers (Fréres de I’Ecole
chrétienne), 95
Christianity, see religion (Christianity)
Christmas, 98, 147, 198
Christmas cards, 176, 180
chroniques scandaleuses, 116-17
Church of England, 55, 65, 159
churches, 2, 29
Cicero, 58-9, 64-5, 67
Cicero font, 68
El Cid, 76
Cinderella (Cendrillon), 83-4
cinema, see films
circulating libraries, see lending
libraries
circulation, see print runs
civic humanism, 67-8
civil society, see public sphere
civilisation, 29
Clanchy, Michael, 21-2
class
cultural capital, 4-5
French Ancien Regime, 112-13
literacy and, 13, 22-3, 25, 93-4,
98-9, 102, 104
mass reading public, 141, 149-50,
152
popular culture, 73-7, 81
printing and, 35
readers (1880s-1930s), 154-5,
157-9, 163, 165
reading fever (1750-1830), 119,
123-4,126-7, 129, 132
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class — continued
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 44, 57
Renaissance, 70-2
twentieth century, 187, 192
writing, 171, 177, 184
see also working class
classical world, see ancient world
classics, see canonical texts
classification of knowledge
Renaissance, 70-2
18th century, 128-9
Clement VIII, Pope, 51
Cloots, Anacharsis, 28-9
clubs & cafés, 40, 125-7, 131
see also book clubs; reading groups
codex, 10-11, 13, 20-1, 36, 42, 195
coffee houses, see clubs & cafés
Cohen, Rose, 159
Colbert, Jean-Baptiste, 83
Coleridge, S.T., 6, 130, 132, 135
Colet, John, 62
Collection des meilleurs romans
francais dédiés aux dames, 156
Collins, Wilkie, 144, 154
Collodi, Carlo
Avventure di Pinocchio, 140
colporteurs (itinerant peddlers), 31,
52,76,79,147,150-1
comics, 187
commercial transactions, 14, 18,
23,25
commonplace books, 66-7, 179
communication, 12-13, 18, 22, 33,
41, 56, 60
communications circuit (Darnton),
6,7
communism, 5, 189, 200
competition & protection
France, 107-9, 120
mass reading public, 145
compositors, 139, 186, 197
computer revolution, see digital age
Condillac, Etienne Bonnot de, 106
consciousness, 12
Constantinople, 30
consumers
digital age, 195
mass reading public, 150, 153

readers as, 1, 3-4, 156, 164, 167,
185-7, 189-90
reading fever (1750-1830), 125,
129-31, 136
continuous script (scriptio continua),
17,19, 21
Cook, James, 15, 135
cookery, see household management
Copernicus, 34
copyists, 20, 24, 33, 36, 173, 177
copyright, 39-42, 120-1, 143, 146,
196
see also intellectual property rights
Copyright Act 1710 (England), 42,
121
Corgi books, 190
Cornelius, Janet D., 102
Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge, 65
correspondence
families, 159, 171, 175-9
letter-writing advice, 78, 183-4
literacy and, 89-90
love letters, 171, 176-9, 184
of readers, 3
readers’ letters to periodicals, 154
of readers with writers, 5, 135, 144
royal, 8, 24
writing, 1804
costs, see book prices; book
production; paper; printing
process
Cottin, Sophie, 130
Council of Trent, 51, 54, 62
Counter-reformation, 50-4, 55-7
literacy and, 88, 98
popular culture, 72, 75, 79
printing revolution, 37, 41
religious decline, 129
Renaissance, 59
Counter-revolution (France), 108, 116
Courtenay, Bryce, 144
Coverdale, Miles, 45
cowboys and Indians, see Wild West
genre
Craik, George
The Pursuit of Knowledge Under
Difficulties, 169
Cranmer, Thomas, 47
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Creed, 51, 63
Cressy, David, 44, 93, 98
Cretans, 14
Crompton, Richmal, 187
El Cuento Semanal, 144
La Cuisiniére bourgeoise, 155
cultural capital, 2, 4, 167
cultural history
books, reading & writing, 1-2
Latin language, 63
literacy and, 89
popular culture, 8
printing, 8, 74
reading revolution, 119, 127, 129
writing, 184
see also mass culture; popular
culture
cultural misunderstandings, 16
cuneiform script, 12
cursive script, 9
Cyrillic script, 24
Czechs, 44, 54, 162

D’Alembert, see Alembert, Jean d’
Dame Schools, 95
Damiens, Robert-Frangois, 107
Daniel (prophet), 13
Danish culture, see Denmark
danse macabre, 77
Dante, 59, 69, 181
Dark Ages, 13
Darnton, Robert, 5-6, 13, 83,
108-10, 115-17
communications circuit, 6, 7
Daumard, Adeline, 141
Davidson, Cathy, 129
Davis, Natalie, 44
De Bernieéres, Louis
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin, 195
defamation, 108
Defoe, Daniel, 130, 179
Moll Flanders, 166
Robinson Crusoe, 121, 128, 159,
167
democratisation
books, 191
knowledge, 41
literacy, 88, 104
mass reading public, 137, 149-50

reading fever (1750-1830), 120
reading groups, 194
writing, 8, 10, 171-84
Denmark, 24, 40, 99, 103
Dent, J.M. (publisher), 143, 167
depression (1930s), 161, 187, 191
Descartes, René, 38
Desmoulins, Camille, 124
detective stories, 187, 194
diaries, see private journals
Dick Whittington and his Cat (folk
tale), 76
Dickens, Charles, 6, 141, 144, 164-5,
167,169
Little Dorrit, 169
Nicholas Nickleby, 144
The Old Curiosity Shop, 144
Pickwick Papers, 144
dictatorships (20th century), 187,
188-90
see also Nazi period; Soviet Union
(USSR)
dictionaries, 33, 60, 67, 155, 163
Diderot, Denis, 106, 113, 115-16
Didier, Béatrice, 173
Didot, Ambroise-Firmin, 138
Didot family, 146
digital age, 1, 10-11, 27, 34, 37, 68,
153, 185-6, 192-3, 195-8,
199-200
Digital Corp, 185
dime novels, 163
diplomacy, 62, 65
Directeur de la Librairie (Director of
the Book Trade, France), 108
disciplines, see classification of
knowledge
Disneyland, 84
distribution, 122, 137, 145, 147
documentary evidence, see record
keeping
Dolet, Etienne, 45
Dom Bougre, 116
Domesday Book, 24
domestic purposes, see household
management
Donne, John, 36
le donne gentili, 156
Doré, Gustave, 156
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Dostoevsky, E
The Idiot, 173
Drake, William, 66
drama, see plays
Dreyfus Affair, 125, 150
du Barry, Madame, 116
Dumas, Alexandre, 144, 151, 156
Dumay, Jean-Baptiste, 167
Dumont, Albert, 174
Dunton, John, 40
Dupont, Paul (publisher), 146
Duriez company, 145
Dutch language, 45, 61
Duval, Jamerey, 92
Dymock’s Australian Letter-Writer for
Ladies and Gentlemen, 183

East Asia, 29
see also China; Japan; Korea
East Lynne, 159
Easter, 19, 129
Eastern Europe, 24, 30, 62, 89, 93,
115, 191
Eco, Umberto, 36
economic capital, 4
economic context
book trade, 109-11
cultural history, 1, 6-7
literacy, 88-9, 94
mass reading public, 137-40, 144-6
paperbacks, 190-1
publishing, 9
reading fever (1750-1830), 131
écritures intimes, see writing
technology & techniques
Edict of Chateaubriant (France), 52
Edict of Villers-Cotteréts (France),
46, 61
editing, 9, 33, 37, 84-5
education
ancient Greece, 18
capital, 2
digital age, 190, 198-9
level of, 4
literacy and, 22, 89, 91, 93, 94-8,
99-103
mass reading public, 140-1, 145-7,
149, 151-2
medieval, 19

popular culture and, 75, 78, 81,
834, 86
printing and, 27, 29-30, 35
publishing, 71-2, 140, 146-7
readers (1880s-1930s), 1534, 159,
161-2, 167, 169-70
recommended reading material, 2
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 44, 46,
48-9
Renaissance, 59-60, 62, 69
twentieth century, 1867, 189-92,
194, 198
writing and, 8, 176, 179, 183-4
Education Law of 1833 (France), 171
Edward VI, King of England, 47, 54
Effi Briest (Fontane), 157
ego-documents, see writing
technology & techniques
Egypt, ancient, 1, 12-14, 102
Eisenstein, Elizabeth, 26, 33, 36,
38,58
electronic revolution, see digital age
Eliot, George, 160-1
Eliot, Simon, 140, 150-1
Eliot, T.S., 167
elites
Enlightenment, 115
languages, 22
literacy, 13, 15, 23-4, 88, 99, 101,
104
popular culture and, 74-5, 84-5
printing and, 28-9, 33, 35-6
reading cultures, 153-4
Renaissance, 58, 60, 65, 72
writing, 8
Elizabeth I, Queen of England, 47, 52,
65, 80
Elzevier (publisher), 41, 59
emancipation
literacy and, 102, 104
printing and, 29
reading for, 2, 161-2, 169
writing for, 10
emblem books, 70
emigrants, see migration
encyclopaedias, 113, 143, 146, 163
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Encyclopédie
as bestseller, 112, 113-15
censorship, 107
publishing, 109-11, 114, 115
Engelsing, Rolf, 44, 132-3, 135
England
book burning, 53
literacy, 90-6, 99-100, 102-3
mass reading public, 138-49, 151
medieval, 21-4
paperbacks, 190
popular culture, 74, 76, 79-80, 87
printing, 30-1, 35-8, 40, 42
pulp fiction, 187
readers (1880s—1930s), 154-5,
158-67,169-70
reading fever (1750-1830), 121,
123, 125-7,129-31
Reformation period, 43-7, 52, 54-6
Renaissance, 60-2, 64-7
working-class readers, 2
see also British Isles; London;
Oxford
English Civil War, 42, 67, 102, 125
English language
American cultural influence, 187-8
correspondence, 176
lingua franca, 60
literacy, 96
mass reading public, 140-1
medieval, 22, 24
printing revolution, 30, 34
pulp fiction, 187
readers (1880s-1930s), 161
reading fever (1750-1830), 130
Reformation period, 45-7,
54-5, 57
Renaissance, 61-2
Enlightenment
French monarchy and, 1035,
110-11, 112, 116-18
literature, 10
popular culture, 75, 80
printing and, 28, 121
publishing, 71, 112-13, 115, 123,
see also Encyclopédie
reading fever (1750-1830), 126

entertainment, 1, 129, 132, 136, 160,
163-4, 166, 168, 170, 186,
191-3, 199

Erasmus of Rotterdam, 47, 55, 58, 61,
64, 67,78,183

Eritrea, 199

eroticism & pornography

French Ancien Regime, 109-10,
116-18

Internet, 200

mass reading public, 146

private journals, 172—4, 184

readers (1880s-1930s), 157, 160-2

Eskimos, 103

Este, Leonello d°, 70

Estienne, Robert, 38, 68

European culture

Enlightenment, see Enlightenment

Latin language, 58, 60-3, 72

literacy, see literacy

mass reading public, 138-9, 148-9,
151-2

medieval, 13, 17, 18-25

paperbacks, 190

popular culture, 76-81, 85-6

printing, 10, 27, 29-30, 33, 35-6,
39-41, 199

pulp fiction, 187-8

readers (1880s-1930s), 154-5

Reformation period, 43-57

Renaissance, 69

writing, see writing technology &
techniques

Eusebius, 68

Evangelicals, 79

Everyman Library (Dent), 143, 167

extensive reading, 119-20, 132-6

fables, see folk tales

Fabrenbeit 451, 189

fairs, see book fairs

fairy tales, see folk tales

false imprints, 109

families
correspondence, 159, 171, 175-9
literacy, 94, 96-8, 151, 197-8
popular culture, 74
printers, 108
publishers, 146
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families — continued
reading, 133-5, 155, 157-63
writing, 10, 1724, 179-84, 197-8
family books (livres de famille), 25,
86,179
Famous Five books, 187
Fanny and Alexander (film), 98
fantasy literature, 190
fascist dictatorships, 188-9
see also Nazi period
Faulkner, William, 188
Faulks, Sebastian
Birdsong, 194
fax machines, 1
Fayard (publisher), 142
Febvre, Lucien, 6
feminism
reading, 160-2, 193
writing, 172, 179
Fergus, Jan, 130
Fernandez Area, Domingo, 166
Fichte, Johann Gottlieb, 169
fiction
early modern popular culture,
77, 80
mass reading public, 140-4, 147,
150-1
publishing, 71
readers (1880s-1930s), 15464,
164-5, 166-9
readers & writers, 5, 112
reading fever (1750-1830), 124,
129-31, 135
twentieth century, 187, 1924
see also novels; pulp fiction;
romance reading
Fielding, Henry, 130
films, 144, 164, 170, 183, 186-7
Finland, 100, 179
Il Fioretto della Bibbia, 81
First Communion, 173
Fish, Stanley, 4-5
Flammarion (publisher), 142-3, 145,
147
Flaubert, Gustave, 5, 157
Flemish art, 19
Flemish language, 61, 90, 113
florilegium, 67
Flynn, Elizabeth, 169

Foley, Susan, 178
Foley, Winifred, 158
folio format, 123, 155
Folio Society, 4
folk tales, 76-9, 82-5
Fontane, Theodore
Effi Briest, 157
Fontenelle, Bernard le Bovier de, 106
fonts, see typography
foreign publications, see imported
books
formats, see physical formats
Foucault, Michel, 166
Four Sons of Aymon (folk tale), 77
Foxe, John, 43, 57
fragmented reading (‘interstitial
reading’), 185, 191, 196,
199-200
France
Ancien Regime, see Ancien Régime
(France)
ancient, 12
languages, 90, 97, 101, 113, 121,
155, see also French language
literacy, 88, 90-7, 99-103
mass reading public, 138-52
medieval, 22-4
paperbacks, 190
popular culture, 73, 75-80, 83,
86-7
printing, 27, 30, 36-8, 41-2, 114
readers (1880s-1930s), 153-60,
165-7
readers & writers, 5, 112, 198-9
reading fever (1750-1830), 119-31
reading groups, 193
Reformation period, 44-6, 51-5
Renaissance, 60-2, 64, 68
textual transmission, 6
writing, 171-8, 180-4, 197-8
see also Bordeaux; Lyon; Paris;
Provence; Rouen; Strasbourg;
Toulouse
France, Anatole, 167
Francois I, King of France, 51-2
Frankfurt, 29, 38, 61
Franklin, Benjamin, 131
Franklin Society (France), 149
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Frazier, Charles
Cold Mountain, 194
Frederick of Saxony, 50
Freebee, London, 102
freedom of the press, 107-9, 121
freemasons, 126-7
Freire, Paulo, 104
Frémy, Arnould, 153
French art, 12, 19
French folk tales, 83-5
French language
censorship, 106
in England, 22, 24
literacy, 90, 95, 101, 103
popular culture, 73
printing revolution, 34
readers, 34, 112-13, 115, 130, 155,
158,187
Reformation period, 45-6, 51
Renaissance, 60-2
French Revolution
correspondence, 176
literacy and, 100, 102-3
mass reading public, 142
origins, 2, 105-6, 108, 111, 113,
116-18, 123-6, see also Ancien
Régime (France)
popular culture, 73
print explosion, 120-4
printing revolution, 28-9
reading public, 112
written culture, 180
Freud, Sigmund, 189
Froissart, Jean
Chronicles, 64
Frondes, 41, 125
Furet, Frangois, 91
Fust, Johann, 27

Gaelic language, 97

Galen, 64

Galileo, 38, 41, 62

Gallimard, Gaston, 187
Gambetta, Léon, 178
Garamond, Claude, 68

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel, 192-3
Garnier brothers (publisher), 146
Gascons, 113

Gaskell, Elizabeth, 144

Gazette de Leyde (Leiden Gazette),
121
Geiler von Keyserberg, Johann, 50-1
gender, see feminism; women
Geneva, 30, 52-3, 101, 110,
113, 114
Geneva Bible, 47
genres, 5, 75-7, 80, 112, 140, 171-2,
186-7,193-4
geography, 15, 169
geography (classification), 128-9
German language
in France, 113
printing revolution, 34
reading fever (1750-1830), 121-2
Reformation period, 44-6, 51, 58
Renaissance, 60-1, 69
Germany
Encyclopédie, 115
literacy, 96, 99
mass reading public, 138-40, 143,
148, 150-1
medieval, 23
Nazi period, 187-9, 192
popular culture, 77, 85
printing, 27-30, 32, 38, 41
pulp fiction (20th century), 176
readers (1880s-1930s), 163, 166,
169
reading fever (1750-1830), 119,
121-2, 126-7, 129-34
Reception Theory, 3
Reformation period, 44-51, 54
Renaissance, 61-2
television, 115
writing, 172, 181, 197
see also Berlin; Frankfurt; Leipzig
Gibbon, Edward, 169
Gilfedder, Jeanette, 185
Gilmore, William J., 128
Gimeno Blay, Francisco, 53
Ginzburg, Carlo, 2, 81-2
Girard, Jean, 167
Girardin, Emile de, 124
globalisation, see international
markets
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God
alphabetical order, 33
ancient & medieval world, 12-14,
22
popular culture, 81, 85
reading and, 167
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 50,
56-7
Renaissance, 62, 71
writing, 173, 181-2
Goéthe, 136, 163
Faust, 143
The Sorrows of Young Werther,
130, 134
Wilhelm Meister, 130
Gogol, Nikolai, 189
Golden, Arthur
Memoirs of a Geisha, 194
Goldmann, Emma, 158
Goldsmith, Oliver, 169
Gone with the Wind, 187
Goodrich, Samuel, 132-3
Goody, Jack, 13-15
Gordon, Daniel, 117
Gothic culture, 28
Gothic novels, 130
Gotbhic script, 24, 32, 45, 68-9, 90
governments
censorship & book trade regulation,
106, 108, 120-2, 189
digital age, 186
Latin language, 60
mass reading public, 140
popular culture, 73, 79
printing, 35, 39, 42
reading fever (1750-1830), 124-8
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 46
Renaissance, 59
writing, 8, 10, 14, 21-4, 104
see also state
Graffigny, Francoise de
Lettres d’une péruvienne, 130
graffiti, 180-1, 184
Grafton, Anthony, 65-7, 69
grammar, 60, 62-3, 86, 102, 158, 184
Gramsci, Antonio, 75

Le Grand calendrier et compost des
bergers, 80

graphic symbols, 12

Grassi, Marie-Claire, 178

Great Books, 167

Great Depression, 161, 187, 191

Great Migration, see migration

Greco-Roman world, see ancient
world

Greece, ancient, 15, 17-18, 34, 58, 60

Greek alphabet, 15

Greek language, 19-20, 32-3, 45, 108

Grégoire, Abbé, 73,75, 112-13

Grey, Zane, 187, 188

Grimm brothers, 83, 85

Grundtvig, Nikolaj, 40

Guérin, Eugénie de, 173, 184

Guizot, Frangois, 146, 171

Gutenberg, Johannes, 11, 26-9, 31,
35, 40,122,137, 185-6

Habermas, Jurgen, 124-7
habitus, 4
Habsburg Empire, 21
Hachette (publisher), 140, 146-7, 190
Hachette, Louis, 146
Hachette’s railway bookstalls, 27
Hall, David, 128
Hamburgischer Correspondent, 121
Hamilton family, 157
handwriting
Carolingian, 23
humanist, 63
reading, 90
Roman, 63
technology and, 196-7
workers, 168
Hannibal, 65
Hansel and Gretel (folk tale), 85
Hardy, Thomas, 159, 167
Harlequin (publisher), 160
Harry Potter series, 186
Hartley, Jenny, 193
Harvey, Gabriel, 65
Haynes, Christine, 146
health, reading and, 160, 168
Hearst, Randolph, 143
Hébert, Jacques, 124
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Hebrew language, 15, 20, 24, 32, Hugo, Adele, 172
45, 56 Hugo, Victor, 141, 145, 151, 167,
Hélias, Pierre-Jakez, 155 169, 172
Helvétius, Claude Adrien Huguenots, 52, 85
De ’Esprit, 106-7, 110 humanism, 58-72
Hemingway, Ernest, 188 book format, 68-9
Henry I, King of England, 24 printing and, 28, 32
Henry 1II, King of England, 23 readers, 63-8
Henry VIII, King of England, 46, script, 69, 90
54, 65 writers, 61
Herbert, William, Earl of Hundred Great Books, 167
Pembroke, 92 Hungary
Herodotus, 17 biro pens, 196
Hesse, Carla, 120 Latin in, 62
Hesse, Hermann, 197 literacy, 89-90, 95-6
Hetzel (publisher), 147 Reformation period, 54
Hewitt, Martin, 166 Hussites, 44
hieroglyphs, 14 hypertext, see digital age
Hippocrates, 64
histoire du livre, 6 i-Pod, 199
history IBM, 185
humanist classification, 63-3, Ibsen, Henrik, 167
67,71 Iceland, 100
mass reading public, 160-2, 166 iconography, see imagery
popular culture, 77, 80 ideograms, 14
publications, 109 illiteracy, see literacy
readers, 169, 192, 194 illumination, 20
reading, 112 Hlustrated London News, 155
reading fever (1750-1830), 128-9, illustrations
135 Encyclopédie, 113, 115
Hitler, Adolf, 188, 192 magazines, 79, 137, 143, 154,
see also Nazi period 163, 191
Hodder and Stoughton (publisher), mass reading public, 139, 143, 147
187 popular culture, 86-7
Hoggart, Richard, 2, 190 publishing, 3, 9
Holt, Henry (publisher), 193 readers (1880s-1930s), 154-6,
Homer, 17 163-4
Hood, Paxton, 169 Reformation &
Horace, 64, 69 Counter-reformation, 47
horn books, 96, 96-7 Renaissance, 68-70
House of Commons (Britain), see twentieth century, 186, 191
Parliament (Britain) see also woodcut illustrations
House of Lords (Britain), see imagery
Parliament (Britain) ancient, 12
household management, 10, 154-5, digital age, 195
158-9 popular culture, 78
Household Words, 144 religious, 43, 48-9, 55, 57
Houston, Rab, 99 Renaissance, 69-70

Howsam, Leslie, 141 twentieth century, 186



248

PROOF

Index

Imitations de Jésus-Christ, 52
immigrants, see migration
imported books
French Ancien Regime, 107-11
reading fever (1750-1830), 121
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 52-3
incunabula, 37, 46, 60-1, 69
index of prohibited books, 41, 53-6,
106
indexes, 21
India, 140
indigenous peoples, 8, 12, 15, 16, 103
indulgences, 28
industrialisation
literacy and, 100
mass reading public and, 137-41,
150, 165
printing, 29, 42
twentieth century, 186
information, 1, 18, 186
Ingres, J.A.D., 163
ink, 20, 29, 32, 113, 196
Innocent VIIL, Pope, 51
Inquisition
burning books, 106
censorship, 115
confessions, 179
Counter-reformation, 49, 51, 53,
55-6
literacy and, 98
popular culture, 73, 81-2, 86
readers under, 3
inscriptions, 8, 13, 15, 24
instalment publishing, see serialisation
intellectual property rights, 8, 42, 121
see also copyright
intensive reading, 120, 1326, 168,
196
international copyright convention,
146
international diplomacy, see
diplomacy
international illiteracy, 198-200
international markets, 137, 139-40,
146, 151
Internet, 40-1, 185-6, 193, 195-6,
200
see also digital age

interpretive communities, 4-5
interstitial reading, see fragmented
reading (‘interstitial reading’)
Iraq, 12
Ireland, 19, 60, 77, 80, 92, 99
Isidore of Seville, 19
Islam, 14, 24, 51, 199
see also Koran
Israelites, 14, 102
Italian language, 34, 45, 59-62, 113
italic fonts, 59, 68-9
Italy
Encyclopédie, 113, 114, 115
Fascist period, 189
literacy, 90, 99, 103-4
mass reading public, 140, 147, 151
paperbacks, 190-1
popular culture, 75, 79-82
printing, 30, 37-8, 41
pulp fiction, 187-8
readers, 156, 185
reading, 2
reading fever (1750-1830), 122,
128-9
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 51, 54-6
Renaissance, 58-62, 65, 68-70
writing, 20, 23,25, 171,176, 179,
181
see also Milan; Rome; Venice
itinerant peddlers, see colporteurs
(itinerant peddlers)
Ivan the Terrible, Tsar, 75

Jack and the Giant (folk tale), 76
Jamerey-Duval, Valentin, 87
James, Henry, 197
Japan, 30, 299
Jardine, Lisa, 65
Jesuits, 49, 70, 108
Jesus Christ, 77, 82, 141, 181-2
Jews, 51, 158-9, 162, 189, 193
John of Salisbury, 22
John the Baptist, 49
John the Evangelist, St.

feast of, 108

Gospel, 49
Johns, Adrian, 38-40
Johns, W.E., 187
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joined-up writing, see cursive script
Joseph II, Emperor of Austria, 121
Josephus
History of the Jews, 64

Journal de Paris, 122
Journal des Dames et des Modes, 155
Le Journal illustré, 155
journalism, 80, 121, 123-4, 162
journals, see periodicals
journals, private, see private journals
journaux intimes, see private journals
Judaism, 14
Juhantytir, Kaisa, 179
Julius Caesar, 65
July Monarchy (France), 146
jurisprudence (humanist

classification), 71
Just William books, 187

Kafka, Franz, 189
Kalinowski, Ignatius, 181
Kalman, Judy, 180
The Katzenjammer Kids, 187
King James Bible, 39, 45
Knight, Charles, 143
knowledge
access to, 1, 88
ancient Greece, 17
classification, see classification of
knowledge
democratisation of, 41
printing and, 34, 36, 41, 57
of writing, 12, 14
Knox, John, 47
Koenig press, 138-9
Koran, 14, 81
Korea, 29

Labour Party, 169
Ladies’ Home Journal, 143
Ladurie, LeRoy, 93-4
Ladvocat (publisher), 146
Lady’s Magazine, 131
Lamartine, Alphonse de, 27, 174
Lamb, Charles, 183
Lamballe, Princesse de, 110
Lamennais, H.ER.

Paroles d’un Croyant, 141
Lane, Allen, 190

languages
libraries, 71
lingua franca (common language),
60, 62
literacy, 22, 24, 90
national, see vernacular, national
and regional languages
printing and, 324, 40
regional, see vernacular, national
and regional languages
translations, 16, 45, 51-2, 54, 61,
130, 189
vernacular, see vernacular, national
and regional languages
see also Latin language
Lanston, Tolbert, 139
Lapps, 103
Larousse (publisher), 143, 145, 155
Larousse, Pierre, 145
Larpent, Anna, 135
Lascaux cave paintings, 12
Latin culture, 24, 46-7, 57, 72
Latin language
ancient & medieval world, 13,
19-20, 22-4
book trade, 108
Europe, 60-3
literacy, 95
printing revolution, 32-3, 36-7
reading fever (1750-1830), 128
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 43, 45-7,
51, 54, 56-7
Renaissance humanism, 58, 59-63,
65, 68-70
Lausanne, 109, 114, 115
law & lawyers
censorship, 51, 106-9
French Ancien Regime, 112, 115
humanist classification, 71, 128
Latin language, 60, 62-3
literacy and, 91, 100, 102-4
mass reading public, 148
medieval, 22-4
popular culture and, 73, 78
printing and, 29-30, 35, 41
reading fever (1750-1830), 126-7
Renaissance, 64, 67, 69
writing and, 8, 13-14, 18, 21, 180
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Lawrence, D.H., 190
learned societies, 38, 40
learning, see scholarship
Lee, Harper
To Kill a Mockingbird, 192-3
Lefevre d’Etaples, Jacques, 45, 51
Lehire, Bernard, 198
Leicester, Earl of, 65
Leiden, 30-1, 52, 59
Leipzig, 27, 29-30, 47, 121, 128, 134
leisure, see entertainment
Lejeune, Philippe, 172-3, 175
lending libraries
borrowing records, 3, 161
mass reading public, 142, 148-9,
151
readers (1880s-1930s), 156,
159-63, 168, 170, 174
reading fever (1750-1830), 122,
131,136
twentieth century, 187, 198
workers’ reading, 164-7
Lenin, V.I., 189
Leo X, Pope, 41, 55
Léon, Léonie, 178
Leonardi, Sebastiano, 181
letters, see correspondence
Levellers® Almanack, 80
Levi, Primo, 63
Leviticus, 14
Lévy, Michel (publisher), 141-2
Lewis, ‘Monk’, 130
liberty, 29, 54
librarians
censorship, 106
literacy, 92
mass reading public, 148, 160, 166
pulp fiction, 187
reading groups, 194
libraries & reading rooms
ancient & medieval world, 15, 17,
19-20
censorship, 189
digital age, 195, 200
French Ancien Regime, 112, 115
mass reading public, 139, 148-50,
151
monastic, 33, 36
printing and, 38

private, see book ownership
readers (1880s-1930s), 154, 156
reading fever (1750-1830), 126,
128
Renaissance, 58, 62-5, 70-2
see also lending libraries; public
libraries
libretto da mano (pocket-sized books),
68-9
libro da banco (‘benchbooks’), 68
libro da bisaccia, 68
Licensing Act, 1695 (England), 126
Licensing Bill, 1662 (England), 42
Ligue de ’Enseignement (France), 149
Lilly, William, 80
Linear A script, 14
linear thought, see thought
Linguet, S.N.H., 116, 123
Linotype, 139, 186
Lipsius, Justus, 66
literacy
ancient & medieval period, 17,
21-3, 88,199
bureaucratic, see bureaucratic
literacy
digital age, 196, 199-200
early modern period, 10, 74, 78, 80,
87, 88-104
ecology of, 100-1
French Ancien Regime, 111-12
global illiteracy, 198-200
margins of, 13, 15, 22, 24-5
mass literacy (1880s—1930s),
153-4, 159, 162
mass reading public, 138-9, 151-2
mediated, 1824
politics of, 101-4, 105, 189
popular culture and, 74, 78, 80, 87
printers, 33
printing and, 29, 34-6, 40
Protestant Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 44, 45-8,
53,57
rates, 89-93
reading fever (1750-1830),
133-5
Renaissance, 62, 72
restricted, 12, 13-14, 25
social context, 93—4
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twentieth century, 190, 198
writing and, 171, 179-84
literary circles, see clubs & cafés
literary culture, see print culture
literary production, see production
literary salons, 126-7
literary societies, 5
literate cultures, see written culture
literature, see fiction; novels; plays;
poetry
lithography, 139, 151, 167
Little Red Riding Hood (Le Petit
Chaperon Rouge) (folk tale),
82-4
lives of the saints, 51, 53, 64, 73-4,
77,81, 112, 151, 155
livres de famille, see family books
(livres de famille)
Livres de poche, 190
Livy, 64-5
Locke, John, 56, 80
logic, 14-17
see also rational thought
Lollards, 44
London
almanacs, 79
literacy, 94, 98, 100
mass reading public, 147
printing, 30, 36-40
readers (1880s-1930s), 163, 169
reading fever (1750-1830), 126,
129,131
Renaissance, 62
Times, see The Times (London)
London, Jack, 160
Long, Elizabeth, 194
Longmans (publisher), 146
Lopez de Gomara, Francisco, 8
Lord’s Prayer (Our Father), 51, 63, 96
Lorraine, Duke of, 92
Louis X1V, King of France, 83
Louis XV, King of France, 107,
116-17
Louis XVI, King of France, 116
Louvain, 47-8, 53
Love, Harold, 36
love letters, 171, 176-9, 184
Lovett, William, 169

Luther, Martin, 43, 45, 47-51, 53, 55,
57,64, 69
Lutheranism
literacy, 91, 95, 97-9
printing revolution, 28, 40
reading, 82
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 44,
46-50, 55,57
Le Lycée (journal), 146
Lyon, 30, 44, 52-3, 107, 110, 112,
198

Machiavelli, Niccolo, 58-9, 64, 67,
167
Macmillan (publisher), 146
Magazine littéraire, 172
magazines, see periodicals
Maggiolo line, 100-1
magic
literacy, 13
popular culture, 77, 79
religion and, 43, 48, 56-7,
63,74
writing and, 8, 13, 174
Magna Carta, 22
mail, see correspondence
Malesherbes, Lamoignon de,
108-10
Mali, 17, 199
Mame, Louis, 145
Mandeville, Bernard, 104
Mandeville, John
Travels, 81
Mandrou, Robert, 76-8
manufacture, see production
manuscripts, 20, 33, 36, 54, 59, 65,
68-9, 72
Maori people, 16
maps, 15, 33
Marat, Jean-Paul
L’Ami du Peuple, 124
Marcus Aurelius, 20
marginal glosses, 37, 68, 83—4
margins of literacy, see literacy
Marie Antoinette, Queen of France,
110, 116, 118
Marie-Louise of Parma, 104
Marinoni press, 139
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marketing
French Ancien Regime, 108
mass reading public, 137-40, 146-7
popular culture, 78
readers and, 5, 9-10, 156
markets, 28, 120-1, 150, 186, 193
international, see international
markets
national, see national markets
Marks & Spencer, 190
Marmontel, Jean-Francois, 107
marriage, see families
marriage contracts, 91, 93, 99, 103
marriage gifts, 189
Marvell, Andrew, 36
Marx, Karl, 143, 189
Marxism, 75
Mary, Virgin, 19, 181
Mary I, Queen of England, 47, 54
Masonic lodges, see freemasons
Mass, 52, 63, 129
mass culture, 10, 40, 75, 193
mass media, 76, 127
mass reading public, 47, 124, 131,
137-52,153-4, 171
material forms, see physical formats
mathematics, 129
Matson, Hannah, 93
Maza, Sarah, 126
McCourt, Frank
Angela’s Ashes, 195
McLuhan, Marshall, 26, 34-6
meaning, ascription to texts, 3-5, 10
mechanical arts, see practical purposes
Mechanics’ Institutes, 166
mechanisation, see industrialisation;
technology
media corporations, 1
media revolution (1750-1830), 1224
medical works, 30, 62, 64-5, 71, 77,
79,112, 129
medieval period, 13, 17, 18-25
book production, 28, 37
book trade regulation, 107
commentaries, 65
heresies, 44
Latin language, 63
literacy, 21-3, 88, 199
literature, 60

manuscript culture, 36-7
popular culture, 79, 82—4
silent reading, 10
writing technology, 9
Meilleurs classiques francais et
étrangers (Flammarion), 143
Melanchthon, Philip, 48-9, 51, 62
melodramas, 143, 159, 161
Melville, Herman, 196
Memoirs of a Geisha, 194
memory
ancient & medieval world, 12,
15-17, 19, 21-2
canonical texts, 189
popular culture, 76
reading fever (1750-1830), 132
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 56
Renaissance, 66-7, 70
working-class reading, 168, 170
Menander, 18
Ménétra, Jacques-Louis, 86
Menocchio (Domenico Scandella),
81-2
Mentor books, 190
Mercier, Louis-Sébastien, 116-17
Meredith, Louisa Anne, 6
Mergenthaler, Ottmar, 139
Merlinus Anglicus, 80
Mertzdorff family, 177-8
Mesopotamia, 12, 14
Le Messager Boiteux, 80
Messageries Hachette, 147
metal type, 28-9, 122
Methodists, 159, 170
Metroon, 18
Mexico, 30, 180
Michelet, Jules, 174
microstoria, 8§1-2
Middle Ages, see medieval period
Middle East, 12, 20
migration, 6, 9, 92, 100, 169, 180-2,
196, 198
Milan, 59, 151, 156, 176
Millelire Series, 191
Mills and Boon (publisher), 160-1
Milton, John, 61
miners’ institutes, 170
minuscules, 20, 23
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missionaries, 16, 30
Mitchell, Margaret
Gone with the Wind, 187
La Mode illustrée, 155
modernity, 17, 28, 34, 36, 88, 128,
151,167, 171
Latin language, 63
writing, 9
see also popular culture
Mohammed, 13
Mommsen, Theodor, 148
Monaghan, Jennifer, 89, 103
monarchies
ancient & medieval world, 20, 23-5
censorship, 51-4, 105-9, 111
Enlightenment and, 110-11
patronage, 55
popular culture, 77-8, 80-1
printing revolution, 36, 41
readers (1880s-1930s), 162
reading fever (1750-1830), 120,
122, 124-5
Renaissance, 61
satire, 116-17
writing, 13, 180
monasteries, 19, 23, 33, 36, 46, 65
Mondadori (publisher), 188-9
monopoly, see competition &
protection
Monotype, 139, 186
Montaigne, Michel de, 68
Montesquieu, Baron de, 115-16
Montgomery, Lucy Maud
Anne of Green Gables, 140
monuments, see inscriptions
morality
censorship and, 106, 109-10
readers (1880s-1930s), 156-7, 161,
168
reading fever (1750-1830), 131
writing, 173
More, Thomas, 47, 61, 64
Mornet, Daniel, 115, 130
Morrison, Toni, 192-3
Moses, 13
Moslems, see Islam
moveable type, 28-9
Mudie’s library, 142
Miintzer, Thomas, 50

Murdoch, Rupert, 111

Murray (publisher), 146

music, 17, 24, 40, 157, 169-70, 199
Musset, Alfred De, 184

Mutual Improvement Societies, 169
myths, see folk tales

Nalle, Sara, 54, 98
Napoleon I, 104, 138
Napoleon III (Second Empire), 140,
146, 150, 155, 167
narrative, 86, 117
National Agricultural Union
(England), 102
national languages, see vernacular,
national and regional languages
national markets, 137, 139-40, 150-2
nationalism
French Revolution, 113, 121
popular culture, 80, 83, 85
printing and, 40
twentieth century dictatorships, 189
Navarro Broténs, Victor, 62
navigation, 15, 62
Nazi period, 187-9, 192
Necker, Jacques, 127
Nelson, Thomas (publisher), 140
Net Book Agreement (1899), 146
Netherlands
Encyclopédie, 115
medieval, 23
printing, 30, 41, 121
publishing, 109-10
Reformation period, 46, 48, 51, 54
Renaissance, 59, 61-2, 69
writing, 172
see also Antwerp; Belgium; Leiden;
Louvain
Neuchatel, 109-10, 113, 114
New England
libraries, 149
literacy, 90-1, 96, 98-9, 103
printing, 30
reading fever (1750-1830), 128-9,
132-4
Reformation, 46, 56
see also Boston
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New Testament, 14, 45-6, 49, 51,
55-6, 74, 96, 112
see also Acts, Book of; Paul, St.,
Epistle to the Romans;
Revelation, Book of
New Women, 161
New Year, 147
New York, 131, 137, 159, 163, 168,
180, 191, 196
New York Magazine, 129
New York Mercantile Library, 168
New York State, 103
New Zealand, 16
newsletters
digital, 195
manuscript, 36
newspapers
chapbooks and, 79
digital age, 195, 198-9
literacy, 89
mass reading public, 137-9, 142-3,
147-9, 151
readers (1880s-1930s), 153, 1567,
162
reading communities, 5
reading fever (1750-1830), 120-6,
128,133,136
twentieth century, 186, 189, 191
written, 179
Newton, [saac, 28, 40, 62, 92
Nick Carter series, 163
Niger, 199
non-readers, 198-200
Nordic countries, see Scandinavia
Norman Conquest, 24
North America
literacy, 89, 199
public sphere, 125
see also Mexico; United States of
America
The North Briton, 125
Northern Europe, 89
see also Germany; Netherlands;
Scandinavia
Norway, 40, 99, 103
note-taking, 65-8, 160
notebooks, 86, 179
notes, 37, 69

novels

French Ancien Regime, 109, 112

implied or hidden readers, 3

marketing, 9

mass reading public, 140-4, 147-8,
150-1

popular culture, 74, 79

publishing, 71

readers (1880s-1930s), 154, 156-8,
159-60, 162-3, 166-9, 174

reading fever (1750-1830), 119-20,
122, 128-32,
134-6

three-decker, 122, 142, 147

twentieth century, 186-90, 1925

women readers, 156-8

writing, 173, 197

Occitan language, 113

octavo size, 68, 123, 141-3

octodecimo format, 142

Odo Quarto, 55-6

Officials, see administration

Old Moore’s Almanac, 80

Old Regime (France), see Ancien

Régime (France)
Old Testament, 14, 45
The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe
(folk tale), 83

Olivétan, Pierre Robert, 45

Olsen, Ken, 185

Ong, Walter J., 14-16

Oprah Winfrey Book Club, 193-4

oral culture
ancient & medieval world, 12,

14-17, 18, 22-3
French Ancien Regime, 117
literacy and, 89, 93, 1024
popular culture, 74, 76, 82-6
printing and, 27, 40, 48
reading fever (1750-1830), 132-3
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 51

working-class reading, 168
writing and, 10, 179, 184

oral reading, see reading aloud

Orville, Ernest, 174

Oscar series, 188

Our Father, 51, 63, 96
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Ovid, 37, 59, 64
Oxford, 19, 30, 62, 71

Pacific Ocean, 15, 18
Paine, Tom, 169
paintings, 12, 69
Pakistan, 199
palimpsest, 20
Palmaverde, 80
pamphlets
mass reading public, 150
politics, 41, 101
pornography, 116-17
readers (1880s—-1930s), 169
reading fever (1750-1830), 120-1,
123,125
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 47,
52,57
Renaissance, 63
twentieth century, 189
Pan books, 190
Panckoucke, Charles-Joseph, 110-11
Panckoucke-Dalloz family, 146
Papacy
censorship, 106, 109-10, 115, see
also index of prohibited books
indulgences, 28
popular culture, 79-80
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 43—4,
46-7, 51, 54-7, 99
paper
ancient world, 15, 17-18
codex, 21
digital age, 195, 199
mass reading public and, 137-9,
142, 146
prices, 110, 122
printing revolution, 27, 29, 32,
36, 38
production, 113, 115
writing, 183
paperbacks, 4, 69, 151, 161, 163,
188-9, 190-1
Papers for the People (Chambers), 169
papyrus, 12, 18, 20
parchment, 20
Parets, Miquel, 86

Paris
Ancien Regime, 105-7, 110-17
Encyclopédie, 113, 114, 115
literacy, 100
mass reading public, 145-6, 148,
150
popular culture, 86
printing, 30, 32, 37
readers, 155, 159-60, 165-7, 198
reading fever (1750-1830), 119-22,
124, 126, 129
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 51-5
Renaissance, 59, 64
scribes, 90
twentieth century, 186
University, see Sorbonne
writing, 174-7, 180-1
Parker, Matthew, 65
Parker pens, 196
parlements (France), 41, 51, 108-0
Paris, 51-2, 106-7
Toulouse, 125
Parliament (Austria), 162
Parliament (Britain), 22, 121, 123,
125-6, 169
passports, 103
Pasternak, Boris
Dr. Zhivago, 190
Paternoster Row, London, 30
Paton, Alan
Cry, the Beloved Country, 192-3
Paul, St.
Epistle to the Romans, 49
Paul 1V, Pope, 55
Pearson, Jacqueline, 131
Pearson’s Weekly, 143
peasants
literacy, 135, 25, 93, 96, 100-3, 189
mass reading public, 152
popular culture, 73-4, 76, 78-9,
82-6
printing, 35
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 44
writing, 9, 171, 179-82, 184
Peasants War, 50
peddlers, see colporteurs (itinerant

peddlers)
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Pelican books, 190
Pembroke, William Herbert,
Earl of, 92
Penguin Books, 190
Penloup, Marie-Claude, 173-4
Penn, Margaret
Manchester Fourteen Miles, 159
Pennac, David
Comme un Roman, 196
Penny Dreadfuls, 163
Penny Magazine, 143, 155
Penny Post, 175
Pepys, Samuel, 65
Pergamum, 20
periodicals
chapbooks &, 79
French Ancien Regime, 111
illustrations, 79, 137, 143, 154,
163, 191
mass reading public, 137-8, 144,
146
readers (1880s-1930s), 154-6, 158,
161
reading fever (1750-1830), 120-1,
123,131
twentieth century & digital age, 2,
185, 198-9
permission tacite, 109
Perrault, Charles, 83-5
personal diaries, see private journals
Peru, 30
Peters, Ned, 169
Le Petit Journal, 139, 147
Petrarch, 58-9, 64, 69
Petrucci, Armando, 20, 68
The Phantom of the Opera, 161
Philip II, King of Spain, 8, 53, 183
philosophes, see Enlightenment
philosophy
Enlightenment, 110, 115-16, 118
humanist reading, 63, 65-7
literacy and, 89
readers (1880s-1930s), 162, 166,
169
reading fever (1750-1830), 135
writing, 173
Phoenicians, 15
phonetic alphabets, 15, 17
photographic techniques, 139, 186

photographs, 179
physical formats
Bibles, 46
French Ancien Regime, 113, 115
history of, 3, 8, 10
mass reading public, 1425, 147
printing revolution, 27
reading fever (1750-1830), 123,
128
Renaissance, 68-70
see also codex
pictures, see imagery
Pidansat de Mairobert, M.E,, 117
pirated editions
digital age, 196
early printing, 38-40, 42
French Ancien Regime, 107,
109-10
mass reading public, 146
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 47
Pivot, Bernard, 193
plagiarism, 38, 40, 67, 72, 79, 196
Plantin, Christopher, 32, 51, 55
Plato, 16, 18, 64
plays, 21, 86, 110, 112, 125, 156
pleasure, see entertainment
Pliny
Natural History, 64
Plutarch, 64
poetry
ancient & medieval world, 17,
19,24
humanist reading, 63-5, 67, 71
mass reading public, 147-8
printing revolution, 36, 40
readers (1880s-1930s), 167
reading fever (1750-1830), 119
twentieth century, 187
workers, 169-70
Poland, 34, 63, 180-1
police (France), 106, 108-9
politics
almanacs, 80
book trade, 109-10, 115, 117
cultural history, 1
Enlightenment, 113
Latin language, 63
literacy, 101-4
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mass reading public, 137, 150
popular culture, 80
printing and, 35, 41, 121
publications on, 109
readers (1880s-1930s), 157, 161-2,
164, 167, 169
reading fever (1750-1830), 120-1,
123-9
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 50-1
Renaissance, 65
twentieth century, 189
writing and, 12, 14, 105, 178, 180
Polynesians, 15
Ponson du Terrail, Pierre Alexis,
Viscount of, 174
Poor Robin (almanac), 80
Popes, see Papacy
Popp, Adelheid, 162
popular culture
definition, 74-6
print and, 10, 73-87, see also
bibliotheque bleue; chapbooks
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 49
writing, 181
Popular Mechanics (magazine), 185
popular reading, see reading
pornography, see eroticism &
pornography
La Porteuse de Pain, 158
Portugal, 30, 45, 53, 90, 100
post, see correspondence
postcards, 176, 180, 183
power
Latin language, 63
literacy and, 16, 23, 88
printing and, 35
writing and, 8, 12, 14, 102, 180,
184
practical purposes
libraries, 70-1
popular culture, 78
readers (1880s-1930s), 166
reading fever (1750-1830), 123,
129
reading for, 2, 65, 112, 156-67
writing for, 9, 18
see also household management

pre-Christian heritage, 82
Presbyterians, 55, 98-9
press freedom, see freedom of the
press
La Presse, 124
Prévost, A.E, 111
Prices
mass reading public, 124, 142-5,
148
readers (1880s-1930s), 163
see also book prices
print
explosion (1750-1830), 120-2
media revolution (1750-1830),
122-4
popular culture, see popular culture
prices, see prices
production, 2, 6, 51, 122
Protestant Reformation, 43-57
Renaissance, 58, 60
print culture
digital age, 196, 199
historical role, 8, 18, 34, 36, 39-40
popular culture and, 83, 87
Protestantism, 48
reading fever (1750-1830), 126-7
print runs
Bible, 45-7, 54
early printing, 30-2
Encyclopédie, 113, 114, 115
mass reading public, 139, 141-3,
147
popular culture, 76, 79
readers (1880s-1930s), 156
reading fever (1750-1830), 121-3,
127
Renaissance, 59, 62
printers
censorship & regulation, 105-6,
108-9
digital age, 195
carly, 29, 32-3, 37, 39, 39-40, 42
French Ancien Regime, 111, 113,
115
guilds, 108, 111
mass reading public and, 137-9,
148
popular culture, 76
reading fever (1750-1830), 120
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printers — continued
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 44-7,
51-3,55
Renaissance, 59, 70
role, 1, 6-7
twentieth century, 186
see also publishers & publishing
printing presses
early, 29-30, 32-3, 39
French Ancien Regime, 111, 113
mass reading public, 138-9, 151
reading fever (1750-1830), 122
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 57
Renaissance, 69
twentieth century, 186
printing process
costs, 122, 139-40
mass reading public, 137, 138-42,
143-5
reading fever (1750-1830), 120-3
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 48-9
printing revolution, 26-42, 54, 68
defence of concept, 33-5
early world of print, 29-33
examination of concept, 35-41, 44,
185
Gutenberg myth, 27-9
reactions to printing, 41-2
printing technology
early, 27-30, 36, 39-42
mass reading public, 139
reading fever (1750-1830), 120
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 49, 56
Renaissance, 69
prison, 105-6
private journals
readers’, 3, 6, 168-9
writing, 171, 172-5, 184
see also autobiographies
private libraries, see book ownership
private writing, 9
privilege, 41, 107-9
Procura, Antonietta, 179

production, 1-2, 6
see also book production; printing
process
professions
French Ancien Regime, 112, 115
literacy, 93—4
mass reading public, 141, 148, 150
reading fever (1750-1830), 123
twentieth century, 192
writing, 173
see also law & lawyers; medical
works
pronunciation, 15, 60
see also phonetic alphabets
proofreading, 47, 115
property, 18, 24-5, 93, 99
protected markets, see competition &
protection
Protestantism
literacy and, 44, 98-9
popular culture, 79
printing revolution, 26, 28, 37,
42,58
readers (1880s-1930s), 168-9
reading fever (1750-1830), 125,
128-30, 1324, XI
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 2, 10,
26, 37,42, 43-57
Renaissance, 62
variations of, 48-50, 82
see also Calvinism; Church of
England; Lutheranism;
Methodists; Presbyterians;
Puritans; Quakers
Proudhon, Pierre-Joseph, 174
Proust, Marcel, 169, 193
Provencal language, 90, 113
Provence, 25, 101, 110, 157
Prussia, see Germany
psalms, see religious texts
psalters, see religious texts
psychotherapy, writing as, 184
Ptolemy, 34
public, see reading public (audience)
public libraries, 3, 148-50, 159-60,
164-7, 187
public opinion, 117, 125-8
public servants, see administration
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public sphere
reading fever (1750-1830), 132
Renaissance, 58-60, 72
Republic of Letters, 124-8
women, 155, 162
writing, 8
public writers, see scribes
publicity, 127-8, 1867
see also advertising; marketing
publishers & publishing
censorship & regulation, 105,
107-11
digital age, 195-7
Enlightenment, 113
instalments, see serialisation
mass reading public, 137, 140, 144,
145-8, 150-1
popular culture, 73, 76-9
printing revolution, 32, 38-42
readers and (1880s-1930s), 156,
160
reading fever (1750-1830), 120-1
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 46,
51-3,57
Renaissance, 58-60, 69, 71-2
role, 1, 5-7,9
serial, see serialisation
strategies, 3, see also marketing
twentieth century, 187, 189-91, 193
see also printers
Puffin books, 190
pulp fiction
readers (1880s-1930s), 164
reading fever (1750-1830), 131
20th century, 186-8
punctuation, 17, 19, 37
Puritans, 56, 96, 98, 133
Pushkin, Alexander, 189
Puss-in-Boots (folk tale), 83-5

Quakers, 98

Quéniart, Jean, 112
Quevedo, Francisco de, 78
quotations, 67

race, 149, 152, 192-3
Radcliffe, Ann, 130

radical thought
French Ancien Regime, 117
literacy, 99
popular culture, 80, 82
reading fever (1750-1830), 123-4
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 50, 55
radio, 153, 164, 186, 189
Radway, Janice, 3, 161, 191, 194
Railway Libraries, 147
railways, 79, 137, 146-8, 150-1, 175,
180, 183
Ranke, Leopold von, 62
Ranson, Jean, 134-5
rational thought, 12, 14, 29, 34, 75,
79-80, 113, 125
see also logic
Raynal, G.T.F, 116-17
readers
communities of, 5-6
conventional & non-conformist,
158-60
digital age, 185, 195-8
history of, 4
humanist, 63-8
implied or hidden, 3, 172-3
letters to writers, see
correspondence
medieval, 19, 21
new (1880s-1930s), 153-70
non-readers and, 198-200
participation, 3, 37, 161
personal accounts, 73, 174
as poachers, 3
popular culture, 73, 79
preferences, 4, 153
printing and, 26, 37-8, 40
Protestant Reformation, 45, 54-7
responses, 3, 9-10, 40-1, 55, 81-2,
134-5, 153, 167-8
targeted, 9
twentieth century, 187
see also reading public (audience)
reading
aloud, see reading aloud
ancient & medieval world, 12-15
ancient Greece, 17-18
Bible, see Bible
creative process, 3
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reading — continued
digital age, 185, 195-8
elementary schooling, see education
extensive, see extensive reading
fever (1750-1830), 119-36
fragmented, see fragmented reading
(‘interstitial reading’)
French Ancien Régime, 105-18
history of, 1-11, 105
intensive, see intensive reading
literacy, 91-3, 95, 138, 152
micro-history, 81-2
popular, 44-5, 49, 54, 57, 60, 68-9,
73-4, 76, 81-2
printing and, 34-5, 41-2
public, see reading public (audience)
purposes, 2, 4
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 44, 45-8,
49-51, 54-7
Renaissance, 58, 60
self-improvement, 2, 167-70, 192
silent, see silent reading
surveys, 198-9
traditional, see intensive reading
twentieth century dictatorships,
188-90
vernacular languages, see
vernacular, national and
regional languages
reading aloud
ancient & medieval world, 17, 19
Bible, 48
family, 98, 157, 159, 177, 180
history of, 2
mediated literacy, 182
popular culture, 74, 76
reading fever (1750-1830), 120,
132-5
workers, 162, 169
reading clubs & associations, see
book clubs; clubs & cafés;
reading groups
reading cultures (1880s—-1930s),
153-70
Reading Experience Database
(RED), 3
reading groups, 191-5

reading public (audience)

French Ancien Regime, 105-6, 110,
111-13, 115-17

mass, see mass reading public

popular culture, 76, 78-9, 84

printing revolution, 40

Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 44, 48

Renaissance, 68-9

role, 9
transition (1750-1830), 120, 122,
128-32

twentieth century, 186, 190-3, 195
see also readers
reading revolution (18th & 19th
centuries), 10, 119-20, 122, 124,
128-9, 132, 135-6
reading-rooms, see libraries & reading
rooms
reading strategies & aids, 60, 65-7, 69
see also reference books
realism, 5
reason, see rational thought
reception of texts, 2-3, 10, 40
Reclam (publisher), 143, 150
record keeping, 14, 21, 23, 25
recreational reading, see entertainment
RED (Reading Experience
Database), 3
reference, reading for, 2, 21, 60,
64,79
reference books, 30, 33
see also dictionaries; encyclopaedias
Reformation, 2, 10, 26, 37, 42, 43-57
readers, 54-7
see also Protestantism
regional languages, see vernacular,
national and regional languages
Reichenau abbey, 19
religion (Christianity)
ancient & medieval world, 13-14,
21-2,24
censorship, 105-6, 108-9
Enlightenment and, 115
Latin language, 60
libraries, 70
literacy and, 22-3, 91-2, 95-8,
98-9, 100, 102-3, 152
popular culture, 73-5, 78-9, 82, 85
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printing and, 29-31, 34, 37
reading, 2, 19-20, 112, 120
reading fever (1750-1830), 121-3,
125,134
Renaissance, 60, 67, 70, 72
sectarianism, 125
women, 98
writing, 10, 13-14, 173, 181-2,
184
see also Catholic Church;
Counter-reformation;
Protestantism; Reformation
religions, see Islam; Judaism; religion
(Christianity)
religious texts
ancient & medieval world, 14, 20
French Ancien Regime, 112, see
also Bible; books of hours; lives
of the saints; sermons
mass reading public, 140-1, 143,
151
readers (1880s-1930s), 155, 159,
162
reading fever (1750-1830), 122,
128, 132-5
literacy, 99
popular culture, 77
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 43,
46-52, 54, 56-7
Renaissance, 64-5
Rembrandt, 56
Remington typewriters, 197
Renaissance
book production, 37, 59-60
books, 58-72
classification of knowledge, 70-2
Latin culture, 57
libraries, 58, 62-5, 70-2
print, 2, 10, 26, 28, 32-3, 42
uses of books, 68-70
Renan, Ernest
Vie de Jésus, 141
reprints, 121, 131, 142-3, 145, 193
Republic of Letters, 124-8
Restoration period (France,
1815-1830), 140, 156
restricted literacy, see literacy
Reuveni, Gideon, 187

Revelation, Book of, 47, 55
Revolutions of 1848, 149, 154
Reynolds® Miscellany, 143
rhetoric, 17, 63-5, 86
Riccoboni, Jeanne, 130
Richardson, Samuel, 130, 134-6
Richter, Noé, 168
Roberts, George, 169
Robin Hood (folk tale), 77, 163
Rocambole, 158
Roche, Daniel, 86, 126
Rochester, John Wilmot, 2nd
Earl of, 36
Rogers, Richard, 56
Roggero, Marina, 184
Roman Empire, see Rome
roman fonts, 32, 59,
68-9, 90
Roman handwriting, 63
romance reading
Counter-reformation, 54
manuscript culture, 36
mass reading public, 143, 156-7,
160-2
popular culture, 74, 77, 87
readers (1880s-1930s), 163
Renaissance, 64-5
twentieth century, 187, 194
Romantic era, 85, 132, 146, 167
Rome
ancient, 8, 17, 19-21, 58-60, 64,
70, 180
modern, 176
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 52,
54-5
Renaissance, 59
Rose, Jonathan, 153, 167,
169-70
Rothenberg, Jeff, 196
Rouen, 107, 110, 165, 173
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques
correspondence, 183
pre-revolutionary France, 105, 107,
110, 112, 115-16
printing revolution and, 29
reading fever (1750-1830), 121,
131, 134-6
references to, 86
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Routledge (publisher), 147
Rowling, J.K., 186
Roy, Arundhati

The God of Small Things, 194
Ruiz, Beatriz Ana, 86
Rumpelstiltskin (folk tale), 85
running writing, see cursive script
Rushdie, Salman

Satanic Verses, 53
Russia

literacy, 89, 97, 200

popular culture, 75, 190

printing, 30

readers (1880s-1930s), 154

reading fever (1750-1830), 126

Soviet Union, 189-91, 200
Rybakov, Anatolii N.

Children of the Arbat, 190

Sachs, W., 91
Sade, Marquis De, 172
Saenger, Paul, 19
Sagan, Francoise, 197
Saint-Barthélémy massacres, 53
St. Clair, William, 121
St. Pierre, Bernardin de, 110
Sainte-Beuve, C.A., 144-5
saints

lives, see lives of the saints

writing to, 181-2
salons, 126-7
Sampson Low (publisher), 141
Sand, George, 154, 184
Sartine, Antoine R.]. de, 108
Sartre, Jean-Paul, 125
satire

French Ancien Regime, 109-10,

117

on women writers, 154
Scaliger, Joseph, 67
Scandinavia, 30, 40, 54, 97

see also Denmark; Norway; Sweden
Scherman, Harry, 191
Schiller, Friedrich, 163
Schoffer, Peter, 27
scholarship

mass reading public and, 148

medieval, 2449

printing and, 26-8, 32-5

Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 43, 53
Renaissance, 68, 70
scholasticism, 49
schooling, see education
Schopflin, Jean-Daniel, 27
Schreiner, Olive, 161
science
ancient & medieval world, 12,
14-15
Enlightenment, 113
popular culture, 80
printing revolution, 28, 34, 38
readers (1880s-1930s), 161, 170
reading fever (1750-1830), 129
Renaissance, 60, 62, 64, 71
twentieth century, 185, 189, 192
Scientific Revolution, 26
Scotland
emigrants, 149
literacy, 90, 97-9
popular culture, 80
Reformation period, 52, 54
Renaissance, 60
writing, 180
Scott, Walter, 9, 130, 141
scribal books, see manuscripts
scribal culture
cultural history, 2, 10
dissident literature, 189-90
printing and, 26, 28, 33, 35-8, 40
writing and, 74
scribes
ancient & medieval world, 14,
19-20, 224
family, 198
literacy and, 86, 90, 180—4
printing revolution, 33, 36
role of, 1, 6
Scribner, Bob, 49
scriptio continua, see continuous
script (scriptio continua)
scriptoria, 20
scrolls (volumen), 10, 13, 20-1
Second Coming, 50
Second Empire (France), see Napoleon
III (Second Empire)
Second Reich (Germany), 140
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Second Vatican Council, see Vatican II
(Second Vatican Council)
sedition & subversion, 105-10,
116-17, 125, 154
Select-collection (Flammarion), 143
self-improvement, reading for, 2,
167-70, 192
Semitic languages, 15, 17
Seneca, 59, 64
serialisation, 142-5, 150, 154, 157-8,
161, 194
sermons, 67, 80, 112, 128
Sévigné, Madame de, 183
sex, see eroticism & pornography
Shakespeare, William, 6, 38, 40, 66,
76,92,102-3, 119, 167
Sharpe, Kevin, 55
Shaw, G.B., 190
Shelley, Mary, 172
Shelley, Percy, 172
Shirer, William
The Rise and Fall of the Third
Reich, 192
shorthand, 123
Sicherman, Barbara, 157
signatures
authors & scribes, 22
French Ancien Regime, 111-12
literacy test, 89-93, 94, 98
Signet books, 190
signs, see imagery
silent reading, 2, 10, 13, 17, 18-20,
42,120,132
Silhouette (publisher), 160
slavery, 15, 101-2, 141
Sleeping Beauty (La Belle au Bois
Dormant) (folk tale), 84
Smiles, Samuel
Self-Help, 169
Smith, W.H., 147, 161, 187
Snow White (folk tale), 85
social class, see class
social context
book clubs & reading groups,
192-3
cultural history, 2, 4-7, 14
Enlightenment, 113
literacy, 88-9, 92, 93-4
printing, 35

Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 44,
49-50
Social Democrats, 162, 166
social realism, 83
social reform, 123, 167, 169
socialism, 149, 154, 162-3, 189
Société Typographique de Neuchatel,
110, 113
sociological perspectives, 4, 26, 197
Socrates, 16
Solon, 18
Solzhenitsyn, Alexander, 190
Somerset, Henry Seymour, Duke
of, 54
Song of Roland, 77
Sorbonne, 19, 30, 41, 51-2, 107
Soulsby, Lucy, 160
South Africa, 192
South America, 146, 180, 199
see also Brazil; Peru; Venezuela
South Carolina, 101
southern Europe, 53, 89, 181
Soviet Union (USSR), 189-91, 200
Spain
Encyclopédie, 115
literacy, 24, 90, 98
mass reading public, 139, 1424,
150
paperbacks, 190
popular culture, 76, 78, 86
printing, 29-30, 35-6
pulp fiction, 187
readers (1880s-1930s), 154, 166
reading fever (1750-1830), 122
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 45, 51,
53-5
Renaissance, 60-2, 64
writing, 8, 171, 182-3
Spanish Armada, 55
Spanish language, 60-1
spectatcles, 132
Spectator, 130, 135
spelling, 17, 33, 59-60
St, see saints
Stalin, Joseph, 200
Stampa Alternativa, 191
Stanhope press, 138-9
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state Swift, Jonathan, 40
book trade regulation, 42-3 Switzerland
literacy, 92, 97, 103-4 Enlightenment, 109-10, 113, 114,

popular culture, 75
reading fever (1750-1830), 124-7
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 47
twentieth century, 190
writing, 13-14, 23, 182-3
see also governments; monarchies
Stationers’ Company, 31, 39, 42,
76,79
Stead, Christina
I'm Dying Laughing, 197
Steinbeck, John, 188, 193
Stella (publisher), 156
Stendhal, 5, 132, 141, 156, 172
stereotyping technique, 121
Sterne, Laurence, 130
Stevenson, Robert Louis
Treasure Island, 140
Stoddart, Roger E., 6
Stone, Lawrence, 99
Stopes, Charlotte
British Freewomen, 162
Stowe, Harriet Beecher
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 141, 158
Strasbourg, 45-6, 60
sub-Saharan Africa, 18, 199
see also South Africa
subscription, 122-3, 137, 143, 147-8,
150
see also book clubs; lending
libraries; periodicals
subversion, see sedition & subversion
Sue, Eugene, 144
Sumer, 12
Sunday activities, 56, 119, 133, 159,
163, 169
Sunday newspapers, 142
Sunday school, 159
Superman, 193
supermarkets, 4
surfing, see fragmented reading
(‘interstitial reading’)
Sutherland, John, 144
Svenbro, Jesper, 17
Swainbank, Lavinia, 158
Sweden, 40, 90-1, 97-8

115
medieval, 23
printing revolution, 30, 41
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 45,
47,49
see also Bern; Geneva; Lausanne;
Neuchatel
Sylvere, Antoine, 183
symposia, 17
Syriac language, 32

Tacitus, 64, 66-7
Tarzan, 187
taste, 4-5
taxation
libraries, 149
printing and, 35, 142
privilege, 107
publishing and, 146
writing and, 8, 14, 23-4, 102, 180,
183,198
technology
digital, 195
mass reading public, 137, 138-42,
151
printing, see printing technology
publishing, 120
reading fever (1750-1830), 120,
122
revolutions, 1
writing, see writing technology &
techniques
television, 115, 144, 190, 192-4,
198-9
temperance, 168
Ten Commandments, 51, 95
Tennyson, Alfred, Lord, 170
Tercier, Jean-Pierre, 107
Teresa de Jésus, Saint (Teresa of
Avila), 61, 183
texts
circulation of, 26
digital age, 195-6
medieval, 19
permanence, 33
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physical form, 8 Renaissance, 58-9, 68-9

printing and, 33-4, 38-9 twentieth century, 186

Reformation &

Counter-reformation, 46, 48 uncials, 20

transmission, 1, 6, 185 UNESCO, 199-200

variants, 39 United Nations, 193

variety of, 120 United States of America
Thackeray, W.M., 144 book clubs & reading groups,
theatre, see plays 191-4
theology (humanist classification), 62, international cultural influence

69,71, 128 187-8 '

Thérese philosophe, 116-17
thinking, see thought
Third Republic (France), 146,
176
Thirty Years’ War, 55
Thomas, Rosalind, 15
Thomas Nelson (publisher), 140
thought, 14-15, 26, 28, 34
see also rational thought
thrillers, 143, 187
Thucydides, 17
Till Eulenspiegel (folk tale), 77
The Times (London), 138-9, 142
To Kill a Mockingbird, 192-3
Tolstoy, Leo, 189
Anna Karenina, 157, 167,
193
Toulouse, 101, 125, 181
trade unions, 2
trades, see artisans
traditional reading, see intensive
reading
traditional societies, 12
translations, see languages
Treaty of the Pyrenees, 86
Trollope, Anthony, 144
truth, 41, 43
Tryon, Thomas, 87
Turin, 80, 90
Turkey, 20
Turner, Nat, 101
Turpin, Dick, 163
Tyndale, William, 45
type, 32
typewriters, 1, 180, 196-7
typography
French Ancien Regime, 108
reading fever (1750-1830), 122

literacy, 89-91, 98-9, 101-3
mass reading public, 137, 139-41,
143-4, 148-9
paperbacks, 190
popular culture, 74
printing, 30
readers, 3-5
readers (1880s-1930s), 157,
159, 161, 163-4, 164,
165, 168-9
reading fever (1750-1830), 128-9,
131-4
writing, 180-1, 196
see also New England; New York;
Virginia
Universal Bibliothek (Reclam), 143
universities
French Ancien Regime, 111
oral communication, 17
printing and, 28-30, 36
reading communities, 5
Renaissance, 62, 68
twentieth century, 190, 192,
194
‘unknown public’, 154
urbanisation
literacy and, 95, 98, 100-1
mass reading public, 137-8, 143,
150
printing and, 28, 30
readers (1880s-1930s), 154, 156,
159,163
twentieth century, 191
Urbino, Duke of, 65
useful knowledge, see practical
purposes
USSR, see Soviet Union (USSR)
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Valdes, Fernando de, 53
Valentine cards, 176, 180, 184
Vatican, see Papacy
Vatican II (Second Vatican
Council), 62
Les Veillées des chaumiéres, 156
vellum, 20
Venezuela, 163
Venice, 30, 37-8, 54-5, 58-9, 68-9,
103
Verein fiir Sozialpolitik, 163
vernacular, national and regional
languages
France, 112-13, 190
literacy, 97, 103—4
popular culture, 73, 81
Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 434,
45-8, 50-2, 54, 56-7
Renaissance, 58-62, 64, 69, 71
Verne, Jules, 9, 141, 147, 189
Victorian culture, 170
Victorian melodrama, 159
video cassette recorders, 1
La Vie privée de Louis XV, 116
Vietnam, 200
Vikings, 24
Virgil, 58-9, 64-5, 67, 69
Virginia, 90, 101, 128
visual communication, 1, 48, 70, 78
Voltaire, 29, 105-7, 111-12, 115-17,
121, 125
volumen, see scrolls (volumen)
Vox Stellarum, 80

Waitangi, treaty of, 16

Waldensians, 44

Wales, see Welsh

Walker, David

Appeal to the Colored Citizens of

the World, 101

Wallace, Edgar, 187

Washington, Booker T., 102

Waterman pens, 196

Waterstone’s, 187

Watson, Thomas J., 185

Watt, lan, 129

Web-based learning, 16

Weber, Eugen, 151

Webster, Noah
Elementary Spelling Book, 102
Wells, H.G., 190
Welsh
language, 45
people, 80, 170
Werdet (publisher), 145, 156
west Africa, 199
Westerns, see Wild West genre
Wharfdale press, 138
What Middletown Read, 3
“Wicked Bible’, 33
Wikipedia, 195
Wild West genre, 163, 164-5, 185-6,
188
Wilkes, John, 123, 125
William the Conqueror, 24
wills, 25, 91, 93, 100, 111, 182
Winchester Bible, 20
Winfrey, Oprah, 193-4
Wollstonecraft, Mary, 161-2
The Woman’s Voice, 162
women
book clubs & reading groups,
192-4
Latin language, 63
literacy, 13, 18, 36, 44, 53, 89-90,
92, 98-9, 189
mass reading public, 153-4
novel readers, 156-8
novelists, 130, 135
popular culture, 77, 80
readers, 5, 10, 112, 154-62, 165,
168, see also feminism;
romance reading
reading communities, 5
reading fever (1750-1830), 119,
126-7, 130-1, 134-5
Renaissance, 59, 63-5, 68
writing, 5, 10, 154-5, 160, 1724,
177-9, 183-4, 197-8
Wood, Mrs. Henry
East Lynne, 159
woodblock printing, 29
woodcut illustrations, 47-9, 57,
68-9, 78
Woolf, Virginia, 167
Woolworth’s, 190
word processors, 21
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word separation, 13, 17, 18-20
Wordsworth, William, 119, 132
working class
French Ancien Regime, 111-13
lending libraries, 164-7
literacy, 94, 102, 104
mass reading public, 141-3, 148-9,
152
readers, 2, 5, 153-4, 158, 162,
163-4, 189-90
writing, 10, 85-7, 180, 198
Workmen’s Institutes, 170
World War 1, 137, 140, 162-3, 171,
179-82, 186-7
World War 11, 140, 170, 187-8, 190,
192
World Wide Web, see Internet
writers
censorship, 106-9
digital age, 185-200
Enlightenment, 113, 116, 118
female, see women
humanist, 61, 64
ordinary, 85-7
political power, 105
public, see scribes
see also authors
writing, 171, 179-84
ancient & medieval world, 12-15
ancient Greece, 17-18
democratisation (since 1800), 8, 10,
88,137,171-84
digital age, 195-8

early modern popular culture,
74,76

elementary schooling, see
education

history of, 1-2, 8-11

literacy, 91-3, 95, 102, 104,
111, 138, 152, 171,
179-84

‘ordinary’, 179-82, 184

origins, 12

purposes, 9-10

Reformation &
Counter-reformation, 44, 57

scripts, see handwriting

workers, 168

see also alphabets

writing technology & techniques, 10,
171, 196-8

ancient, 12, 18

medieval, 19-21

modern, 196-8

written culture, 10, 12, 14-17, 19,
24-5,29

Yellow-Jacket series, 187

zapping, see fragmented reading
(‘interstitial reading’)

Zola, Emile, 5, 125,
143, 163

Zumthor, Paul, 18

Zwingli, Ulrich, 49
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