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Introduction

In keeping with the aims of the series to which this book 
belongs, I have tried to write a text on contemporary epistem-
ology which presents a coherent narrative arc through some of 
the key issues in this area. As such, I haven’t aimed at offering 
a broad comprehensive sweep of all the issues (which means 
that I’ve left out some signifi cant contemporary debates), and 
I’ve completely ignored the history of the subject (important 
though it is). There is a place for gargantuan texts which have 
these grander designs, but there is also a place for more concise 
works that cover a fundamental cross-section of pivotal con-
temporary issues in an area and nothing more. This book falls 
clearly into the latter category.

One unusual aspect to this book is that I decided to resist 
the scholarly urge to discuss philosophical fi gures in the main 
text (except where it is unavoidable), and have opted instead to 
focus solely on the ideas. The rationale for this is that it is the 
ideas after all that are our primary concern. Moreover, by doing 
things this way one can offer a cleaner and more straightfor-
ward summary of the literature, since one does not need to get 
bogged down by exploring those nuances which separate one 
philosopher’s view from another’s which don’t have any signifi -
cance for the wider philosophical debate. In any case, at the 
end of each chapter there is a detailed summary of where to 
look to fi nd out who said what, so the reader will not be missing 
out on anything.

One fi nal feature of the book that I want to fl ag is that 
although I’ve tried to present the ground covered here in a 
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2 Knowledge

generally impartial way, I’ve also not hesitated in making my 
own views clear at key junctures. My hope is that this will make 
the book of more interest to the reader; it’s certainly true that as 
a student I found books written in this way more philosophic-
ally stimulating than their more coy counterparts. In any case, 
the people who pick up this book will surely know − or at least 
ought to know − that they should not defer to authority (to the 
extent that anyone in philosophy, much less myself, counts as 
an authority).

A further advantage of writing in this way is that it affords 
one scope to do more than merely report what is happening in 
the fi eld. Indeed, my goal here is to write an accessible text on 
contemporary epistemology which actually contributes to the 
area; which advances the debate. Only time will tell if I have 
been successful in this regard, but I can at least say this much: 
it was surprisingly good fun trying.
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