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How can I encourage my students to  
think more critically about each topic?

What texts are available  
that will complement  
my modules?

Social Work and Power
Roger Smith  
Power is an unavoidable issue in social work. While social workers have a duty to protect 
the vulnerable, sometimes this means exercising authority against the wishes of those 
they are working with. Social Work & Power is the only contemporary text to address the 
unavoidable issues of power relations in social work in any depth. Drawing on practice 
examples from a variety of settings, it enables students to link the theory to practice 
more effectively and think through the kinds of challenges they are likely to face.

CONTENTS 
PART 1: IDEAS OF POWER Why do we need to think about Power • Ideas about Power • Modes 
of Power • Sites of Power PART 2: MECHANISMS OF POWER Structural Influences on Practice • 
Professionals and Organisations: Autonomy or Constraint • The Myth of Powerlessness: Service user 
Strategies PART 3: TAKING, MAKING AND USING POWER Empowering Relationships: Growth 
and Change • Beyond the Individual: Groups, Communities and Systems • Changing the World: The 
Challenges for Social Work

Social Work Research for Social Justice 
Beth Humphries  
Social Work Research for Social Justice introduces your students to a range of research 
methods at a practical level and sensitises them to the political dimension of research 
and inherent problems in ‘evidence-based practice’. This introductory text provides 
students with an important critical framework for understanding how research can, 
does and should, inform social work practice. 

CONTENTS 
Introduction: Social Work Research as a contentious practice • Ethical Social Work Research • Practice 
and Social Justice • Experimental Ways of Knowing •  Participatory Research • Action Research • Case 
Study Research • Critical Social Research • Discourse Analytic • Research • Ethnographic Research • 
Social Surveys • Evaluation Research

April 2008
ISBN 9781403991249

April 2008
ISBN 9781403949356

Social Care Practice in Context 
Malcolm Payne  
Best-selling international author, Malcolm Payne argues that ‘caring’ needs to be put back 
into social care work. He thoroughly analyzes the skills of social care practice, showing 
how social care is a valuable form of social work and reflects the core values and methods. 
Each chapter includes an account of the key issues and research, brief case vignettes and 
exercises to help students apply what they have learned to their own practice.

CONTENTS 
What is Social Care Practice? • Valuing Users and Carers • The State and the Individual • Engaging and 
Assessing in Social Care • Partnership with Agencies and Colleagues • Personal and Social Intervention 
• Endings, Monitoring and Evaluation • Development for Service Users, Carers and Practitioners • Social 
Care Futures

Critical Issues in Social Work with Older People  
Mo Ray, Miriam Bernard and Judith Phillips  
Older people are a major and growing client group for social work and their needs often 
encompass a complex mix of health and social care issues. Critical Issues in Social Work 
with Older People is written by a team of experienced authors, presenting the case for 
making critical gerontology central to contemporary social work with older people. It 
brings together the latest research and provides a core source and course companion for 
students focusing on working with adults.

CONTENTS 
Changing Times, Changing Contexts • Developing Critical Gerontological Social Work • Risk and Older 
People • Older People and End of Life Care • Transitions and Continuities • Care Giving in Diverse 
Contexts • Developing Critical Gerontological Practice: New Challenges • Pushing the Boundaries 

Anti-Racist Practice in Social Work   
Kish Bhatti-Sinclair  
This important text provides an introduction to the latest debates about race and 
racism for students of social work. It addresses why anti-racist practice matters and how 
it can be achieved by comprehensively examining conceptual and practice issues in a 
fast-changing global context. Anti-Racist Practice in Social Work supports the student 
and steers a careful path through the increasingly complex language of human rights, 
multiculturalism, migration, terrorism and inclusion/exclusion.

CONTENTS 
Introduction • Key concepts for anti-racist practice • Globalisation • Practice Issues •  
Core Knowledge • We are all different! - Student learning and development •  
Service User • Involvement and Participation • Developing Educational Practice

Use these textbooks to strengthen  
research knowledge, critical analysis  
and skilled practice helping shape  
social work to meet future challenges.

OCTOBER 2008
ISBN 9780230521810

OCTOBER 2008
ISBN 9781403991256

The Reshaping Social Work series is designed to support students on the 
undergraduate social work degree. Each book covers a range of views in the field 
critically and credibly, weaving in relevant theory and research evidence throughout.

September 2009
ISBN 9780230013070

Where can I find examples  
that will speak directly to  
my students’ experiences?

www.palgrave.com/socialworkpolicy
today!
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