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Modern English is a Germanic language, with a vocabulary much enlarged with loan-words from
many other languages.

"The following section contains a sample of words that are reflexes from Old English

"T'he list includes cognate words in ON for comparison. For words of Latin derivation brought over
from the Continent in early OE, see the lists of Latin loan-words below.

Long vowels are marked with a macron,eg @ & € 1 6 @

MnE
ME
OE
ON
OF
AF
ONF

Gk
LG

MLG

MDu

fr
d

Modern English
Middle English

Old English

Old Norse

Old French
Anglo-French

Old Northern French
French

Latin

Greek

German

Low German

Middle Low German
Italian

Spanish

Portuguese

Dutch

Middle Dutch

from
compare, refer to

(Latin confer)

Abbreviations
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MnE words derived from Old English

about onbutan

acre zcer ON akr
adder nzddre ON nadra
afford geforpian

after zfter ON aptr
afternoon zfter + non

all all/eall ON allr
also ealswa

and and ON and
answer (7) andswaru

ant zmete ON ami
any Znig

apple xppel ON epli
arm earm m ON armr
ash (zree) asc ON askr
ash(es) asce ON aska
ask ‘ascian ON zskja
at a2t ON at

aught awiht/aht

axe 2x ON ox

babe ME (2imit of "ba ba")
back bac ON bak
badge ME (?)

bald ME balled (?)
bare bar ON berr
bark (v) beorcan ON berkja
barn bern/beren

bat (stick) batt

bath (n) bap ON bad
bathe bapian ON bada
be beon

bead bed (prayer)
beam beam (tree)

bean bean f ON baun
bear (v) beran ON bera
bear (n) bera ON bjorn
beard beard

bed bed(d) ON bedr
bee beo ON by
beech bece

before beforan

begin beginnan

believe belyfan fr gelefan
bell belle

bellow bellan ON belja
bench benc ON benkr
beneath beneopan

berth probably fr bear (v)
beside be sidan

best betst fr betost
better betera ON betri
between betweonum

bid biddan (ask) bridge brycg ON bryggja
ON bidja bring bringan
also beodan (command) ON broad brad ON breidr
bjoda brood (n) brod
bide bidan ON bida brook (1) broc
bier baer broom brom
bill (axe) bil broth brop ON brod
bind bindan ON binda brother bropor ON brodir
birch birce ON biork brought broht fr bringan
bird brid ON burdr brow bru
bit (n) bita ON biti (morsel) brown brun ON brunn
bit (n) bite ON bit buck (n) bucc ON bukkr
bite bitan ON bita bud )
bitter biter ON bitr build byldan (encourage)
black blzc bullock bulluc ON boli (bull)
bladder bladre/bleddre burden byrpen
ON bladra burn byrnan
blast (n) blzzst ON blastr burst byrstan ON bresta
bleach blecan ON bleikja bury byrigean ON byrgja
bleed/bled i bledan/bledde bush bysc ON buski
ON blxda & OF bosc
blind blind ON blindr business bisignis
bliss blips/bliss busy bysig/bisig
blithe blibe ON blidr butter butere
blood bf?d ON bldéi buxom bocsum/buhsum
blossom blostm ON blomstr (obedient, pliant)
blush blyscan buy bycgan ON byggja
boar bar buzz (v) ME (imitative)
board bord ON bord calf cealf
boat bat ON beit can (v) cunnan/can (to be able
boil (r) byle to, know) ON kunna
bold bald ON ballr candle candel
bone ban ON bein care (n) caru ON kor
book(s) boc/bec ON bok carve ceorfan
born boren (past participle of cat catte
beran) chaff ceaf
borough burg/burh ON borg chalk cealc
borrow borgian char fr chare fr cerr a turn fr
bosom bosm cierran to turn
both bap ON badir cheap ceap ON kaup
bough bog/boh ON bogr chicken cicen ON kyk-lingr
bought boht (past participle of chide cidan
buy) chilblains ciele (cold) + blegen
bow (for boga ON bogi (blain, ulcer)
shooting) child cild
bowl bolla ON bolli children cildru
brass bras chin cinn ON kinn
bread bread ON braud choose ceosan ON kjosa
breadth bradu ON breidd chore f char fr chare fi cerr
break (v) brecan (a turn)
breast breost ON brjost church cir(i)ce/cyrce
breath brap ON kirkja
breathe brap churl ceorl
bride bryd ON brudr churn (n) cyren ON kirna
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clasp ? deal (n) del (part) Easter ‘eastre
claw clawu deal (v) dalan ON deila eat etan ON eta
clay cleg dear deore ON dyrr eaves efes/yfes ON ups
clean (adj) clene death deap ON daudr ebb (n) ebba
cleave cleofan ON kljufa deed ded/ded ON dad_ edge ecg ON ege
climb climban deem deman ON doema eerie ME eri fr earg (timid)
cloth clap ON klzdi deep/depth | deop ON djupr egg zg > ME ei (obsolete)
clothes clapas fr clap ME dep + -th eight e(a)hta ON atta
cloud clud (rock) deer deor (animal) ON dyr elm elm ON almr
clout (n) clut ON klutr delve delfan empty &mtig
clutch clyccan dew deaw ON dogg end (n) ende ON endi
coal col ON kol dig ? England Engla land
coarse ME course fr ? dim dim ON dimmr English englisc
cock coc ON kokr din dyne ON dynr enough genog ON gnogr
cold cald/ceald ON kaldr dint dynt ON dyntr errand xrend
colt colt dip (v) dyppan even (n) xfen
comb camb ON kambr dish disc ON riskr even (adj) efen ON jafn
come cuman ON koma ditch dic ON diki even (adv) efne
cool col ON kol dizzy dysig (foolish) ever xfre
core ? do don evil yfel
corn corn ON korn dock (plant) i docce ewe ‘eowu (sheep) ON zr
could cube fr cunnan dodge (v) fr 2 (1568) eye eage ON auga
cow cu ON kyr doe da fair (adj) feger ON fagr
crab crabba ON krabbi dog dogea fall (v) feallan ON falla
craft craft ON kraptr doll fr Dorothy (1560) false fals (fraud) & OF fals
crave crafian done (ge)don fr don far feorr ON fjarri
creep/crept | creopan/crepte doom dom ON domr fast (v) feestan ON fasta
ON krjupa door duru fast (adj) faest ON fastr
crib cribb dough dah ON deig fasten fzstnian
cripple crypel down (adv) i dune fat feett
crop (n) cropp ON kroppr down(s) dun father feder ON fadir
croup crop drake draca fathom fepm
crowd (v) crudan draw (v) dragan ON draga (outstretched arms)
crutch crycc ON krykkja dream dream ON draumr fear feer (danger)
cudgel cycgel dreary dreorig (blood-stained) ON far (misfortune)
cup cuppe drink/ drincan/dranc feather feper ON fjodr
curd ME crudde f ? drank ON drekka feed (v) fedan ON foeda
curse (n) curs drive drifan ON drifa feel felan
curse (v) cursian drown drunian ON drukna feet fet fr fot
cut ME cutte/kitte/kette drunk druncen fr drincan fell (v) fellan ON fella
2fr cyttan duck (bird) : duce fellow feolaga fr ON felagi
dairy ME deirie fr deie dull dol (stupid) fetch feccan
(rflaidservant) + -ery, fr dumb dumb ON dumbr few feawe ON far
dge (b.re.ad—ma'ker) dun (ad)) dun field feld
r(r)li\il d()ielg]a (=dairy- dung dung fiend feond ON fijandi
daisy dacges cage (day’ eye) durst d?rste /7 durran fight (v) feohtan
dale Jel ON dalr dust dust ON dust fill () fyllan ON fylla
dare Jurran dusty dystig find findan ON finna
dark deore dye (v) deagian finger finger ON fingr
darling deorling (favourite) £an care ON eyra fire (n) fyr
dash () ME 2 imitatioe. earl ('_301'1 ON jarl first fyrst ON fyrstr
daughter dohtor ON dottir carly zrlice fish fisc ON fiskr
day deg: ON dagr earn earnian five/fifth fif/fifta
dead Jead ON daubr earnest eornost flap 2 (probably imitative)
deaf Jeaf ON dafr earth eorpe ON jord flask flaxe/flasce
east ‘east ON aust flea flea ON flo
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fledged flycge gorse gorst hemp henep/hanep
flee/fled fleon/fledde grass gres ON gras ON hampr
ON flyja grave (n) erzf-hus (grzf cave) hen henn
fleece fleos great oreat here her ON her
flitch flicce ON flikki green grene ON groenn herring hering
flock flocc ON flokkr oreet gretan hide (n) hyd
(of sheep) grew greow fi growan hide/hid hydan/hydde
flood (n) flod ON flod grey/gray ereg ON grar high heah ON har
floor flor ON flor grim erim ON erimmr hall hyll
foal fola erind erindan him him (dative of he)
foam fam grope grapian hip hype
foe fah ground (n) i grund hire (n) hyr
fog ? grove oraf his his
folk folc ON folk grow erowan ON eroa hither hider ON hebra
follow folgian/fylgan guilt oylt hive hyf
ON fylgja haft haft ON hepti hoar har ON harr
food foda hail (n) hagl hog hoge/hocg
foot fot ON fotr hair har hold healdan/haldan
for for hale' (robust) hal (fr Northern ON halda
ford ford form) (cf whole) hole hol ON hol
forty feowertig half healf ON halfr holiday haligdaeg (Sunday)
forward forweard/forpweard halter helfter holy halig ON heilagr
fought fohten fr feohtan ham ham ON hom holly hole(g)n
foul ful ON full hammer hamor home ham ON heimr
four feower ON fjorir hand hand/hond ON hond honey hunig ON hunang
fowl fugol ON fugl (bird) handle handle hood hod
fox fox hare hara hoof hof
freeze freosan ON frjosa hart heort ON hij|rtr hook hoc
fresh fersc harvest harfest (autumn) hop (») hoppian
friend freond ON fraendi have habban ON hafa hope (v) hopian
frog frogea hawk heafoc ON haukr horn horn ON horn
from fram/from ON fra haws haga horse hors ON hross
frost frost ON frost hay heg/hieg/hig hot hat
full ful ON fullr hazel hasel hound hund
furrow furh he he house hus ON hus
further furpor head heafod ON haufud how hu
furze fyrs heal helan ON heila hue hiew
gate’ gaet/geat ON gat health halp (cfhale') hundred hundred / hundteontig
geese ges fr gos heap (n) heap (¢roop) hunger hungor ON hungr
ghost gast hear hyran/hieran hungry hungrig
giddy gidig (insane) ON heyra hunt huntian
gift gift heard hyrde/hierde hurdle hyrdel
girdle gyrdel ON gyrdill heart heorte ON hjarta ice “is ON iss
girl ME gurle /gerle/ girle hearth heor)p in (prep) in(n) ON inn
fr 2 (child; "knave-girl” heat hztu in (adv) inne ON inni
bay) heath hzp ON heidr inn inn (fr in (adv))
glad gled heaven heofon ON himinn iron “iren/isern ON isarn
glass glzs heavy hefig is is
glide glidan hedge hecg/hege island “igland (cfisle)
&0 gan heed hedan vy ‘ifign
goat gat ON geit heel hela/hazla ON hll keen cene ON koenn
god god ON god height hehpu keep/kept cepan/cepte
gold gold ON gull hell hel ON hel kernel cyrnel
gone (ge)gan helm helm ON hjalmr key cag
good god ON godr help helpan ON hjalpa kin cynn ON kyn
goose gos kind (spectes) i cynde (birth, origin)
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king cyning/cyng loathe [apian monk munuc ON munkr
kiss cyssan lock' loc (bolt) mood mod (mind, thought)
kith cypp lock® locc (bair) ON mobr
knave cnafa (boy, servant) loft loft (air, sky) moon mona ON mani
knead cnedan ON knoda lop loppian moor (n) mor
knee cneo ON kne long lang/long ON langr more mara ON meiri
kneel cneowlian look locian morn morgen
knell cnyll lord hlaford morning ME mor(we)ning
knight cniht (boy) fr hlaf- weard (morwen fr morgen + -
knit cnyttan (tie) (bread-guardian) ing)
knot cnotta lore lar morrow ME morwe
know/knew i cnawan/cneow lose losian (perish, destroy) fr morgen
ON kna & forleosan (lose, moss mos (moor, marsh)
knowledge i ME knaulege destroy) most mast ON mestr
fr know + -lzcan loud hlud moth _mobbe ON motti
ladder hlzder/hladdre louse/lice lus/[ys mouse/mice i mus/mys ON mus
lady hlzfdige f hlaf (loaf) + love (n) lufu mouth mup ON mudr
dig- (knead) lung lungen ON lunga mow mawan
(¢f dough) mad gemaded much ME muche /moche/
bread-kneader man/men mann/menn meche/miche
lame lama ON mabdr fr muchel /mochel/
land land ON land mane manu ON men mechel/michel
lane lana many manig fr micel/mycel/
last latost mare mere/miere ON mikill
late (ad)) let ON latr (¢f mearh horse) murder (n) | morpor
lather leapor ON laudr mast mast &_OF murdre -
laugh hlehhan ON hlzja mattock mattoc must moste (past tense of mot
lead/led | ledan/lzdde may (v) mag ON ma (1o be to be allowed)
ON leida able) nail (n) nzgel ON nagl
lead (metal) i lead me me ON mik naked nacod
leaf leaf ON laufs mead' (drink) | medu ON miodr name nama ON nafn/namn
lean (ad)) hlzne mead’ (field) mad nasty ?7 : e
leap hleapan ON hlaupa meadow i medwe (f maxd) naught nawiht fr na + wiht
least laest meal' (flour) i melu ON mjol naughty ME naughty (originally
leather leper ON ledr meal’ (to mzl (time, occasion) naught) fr naught + -yfr
leave (v) lefan ON leifa eat) ON mal (naugh) -
left (hand) lyft (weak) meat mete (food) ON matr neck h{lecca ON knakki
lond enam meed ed needle nzdl ON nal
let lztan ON Tlata meet/met metan/mette nest nest
lewd lewede (layman) ON moeta nek nftt QN.net
liar [eogere melt meltan ON melta new nwe
i 14 ON his mere (lake) mere newt ME newt an ewt
lief leof (dear, pleasant) ON ON marr (sea, lake) : fr-eve(t)( o) frefete
liufe merry myrig night n_1ht _N natt
life Tif ON [if middle middel e nan/non
light leoht/Tiht might (n) __: miht o e
like (v) lician ON lika might (v) meahte/mihte nor no ther fr nawper fr
limb lim (past tense of magan) nahwaper
lime lim (plaster) mighty mihtig north norp
lip lippa milk (n) meoloc{ 'milc nose nf)su'
listen hlystan ON miolk nought H?WIht -
24 ; e now nu ON nu
live (1) libban ON lifa milk 0).......... mildian DR
fiver lifer ON lifr mind (). ... ME mynd f gemynd ozk 2cON.elk
load () o mine (pn) min oar ilr ON ar
loaf hiaf ON hleifr mist mist 28t A
loam o mole' (spor) i mal (mark, stain) oath _ﬁlb ON eidr
oats ate




Word lists Old English reflexes -~ From Old English to Standard English 3™ edition

of af ON af read redan (advise, consider) shake sceacan/scacan
offer offrian ON offra ON rada shall sceal fr sculan (o have
often oft ON oft reap ripan/reopan t0) ON skal
old ald rear (v) reran ON reisa share (n) scearu (cutting, division)
on on/an ONa red read ON raudr sharp scearp ON skarpr
one ON an ON einn reed hreod sheaf sceaf
open open ON opinn reek (v) reocan ON rjuka shear (v) sceran ON skera
or reduced form of oper reel (n) hreol sheath sceab
orchard ortgeard > orceard rest restan/rastan sheep sceap
ore ‘ar (brass, copper) rib ribb ON rif shell scell ON skell

ON eir ride ridan ON rida shepherd sceaphierde
other ober ON annarr ridge hrycg shield scield/sceld
ought ahte past tense of agan right (ad)) riht ON rettr ON skjoldr

(to owe) rime’ (frost) i hrim ON hrim shilling scilling
our ure ON varr rind rind ON skillingr
out ut ON ut ring (n) hring ON hringr shine scinan ON skina
over ofer ON yfir ripe ripe ship scip ON skip
owe agan ON eigan rise fisan ON risa shoal (water) i sceald
owl ule ON ugla roar rarian sh(n) scoh ON skor
own (adj) agen/xgen r(deer) ra ON ra shoe/shod scogan/scod

ON eiginn roof/roofs/r } hrof /hrofas ON skua
0ox oxa ooves ON hrof shoot sceotan ON skjota
path pxb root rot ON rot short sceort (cf shirt ¢ skirt)
pear pere room rum shoulder sculdor
pen’ penn (enclosure) rope rap ON reip shove scufan ON skufa
pillow pyle rough ruh shovel sceofl/scofl
pith pipa run/ran rinnan/rann shower scur ON skur
play (v) plegan ON rinna shrink scrincan
plight (pledge) pliht rune OE/ON run (mystery, shroud scrud (dress, garment)
pluck ploccian ON plokka secret) ON skrud
plum pluma ON ploma rush' (plant)  § rysce shut scyttan (discharge a
pond pund (pound, enclosure) sack (n) sacc debr)
pool pol sad szd (weary) shuttle scytel (dart)
pope papa (fr Latin saddle sadol sick seoc ON sjukr

fr Greek father) sail (n) segel ON segl side side ON sida
port port salt salt ON salt sieve sife
pretty prttig (cunning) sawl (n) saga ON sog sight sihp
pride pryde say secgan ON segja silly slig (happy, blessed)
priest preost ON prestr school scol silver seolfor ON silfr
proud prud ON prudr scythe sipe sin synn
pull pullian sea sz ON sar sing singan
purse purs see seon ON sea sink () sincan ON sokkva
put potian seed sed ON sad sister sweostor ON systir
quake cwacian seek/sought | secan/sohte it sittan ON sitja
quaver (v) ?cwafian ON soekja slay slean ON sla
queen cwen ON kvan seethe seopan ON sjoda sleep/slept slzpan/slepte
quell cwellan (kill) self seolf/self/silf ON sjalfr sleeve slefe
quench cwencan sell sellan (give) ON selja slide slidan
quern cweorn ON kvern send sendan smite smitan (smear)
rafter reefter seven seofon smith smip
rain (n) regen/ren sew seowan/siwian smithy smippe
ram ramm ON syja smoke (n) smoca
rather hrapor comparative. of shadow sceadwe f sceadu snare (1) sneare

hrabe (quickly) (shade) snow (n) snaw
raven hrefen ON hrafn shaft sczft/sceaft SO swa ON sva
reach recan ON skapt soap sape
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soft softe (agreeable) strong strang ON strangr thrush prysce
some sum such swylc/swilc/swelc thumb puma
son sunu ON sunr suck sucan thunder punor ON dorr
song sang ON songr summer sumor ON sumar Thursday puresdeg fr punresdeg
soon sona sun sunne/sunna thus bus
soot sot swan swan ON svanr tide (time) tid ON td
sore sar ON sar swarm swearm till (prep) til ON til (¢f until)
SOITOW sorh/sorg ON sorg swear swerian ON sverja time tima ON timi
sought sohte fr secan sweat ME swete alteration of tin tin ON tin
soul sawol swote fr swat, ¢f swete to o
south sub (adv) (w)fr swactan toad tadi(g)e/tadde/tada
southern superne sweet swete ON soetr toe ta ON ta
spade spade swift swift tongue tunge ON tunga
speak sprecan swim/swam i swimman/swamm tooth top ON tonn
became specan swine swin ON svin top topp ON toppr
spear spere ON spjor swing swingan tough toh
speech spac sword sweord ON sverd tow (v) togian ON toga
speed (v) spedan tag 2 town tun (enclosure) ON tun
spew spiwan take tacan fr ON taka toy fr ? (1500) (est)
spider spipra tail tzgl tread tredan
spill spillan (kill) tale talu ON tala tree treow ON tre
ON spilla talk ME talken/talkien trough trog ON trog
spin spinnan ON spinna [ ale or tell truth treowb (loyalty)
spoon spon (a chip of wood) tap taeppa (1) teppian (v) Tuesday tiwesdzg
ON spann tape teppa/teppe turd tord
spring (v) springan taper tapor turf turf ON torf
ON springa teach teecan & lzran two twa ON tvar
P spora ON spori feam team (offipring) under under ON undir
staff/staves stef/stafas ON stafr teeth tep fi top up up/upp/uppe
stag stagea tell tellan ON telja ON uppi
stand standan ON standa thank pancian us s
star steorra ON stjarna that bt utter (adj) Gtera/uttra
starve steorfan (die) thatch noun fr peec, verb fr vat ME (S & W dialect)
steal stelan ON stela peccan ON dekja vat fr fat fi fet ON fat
steam steam thaw pawian vixen fyxen
steep steap theft peoft ON Byft wain waegn ON vagn
steer (v) stieran ON styra there par/per ON dar walk wealcan (roll, toss) ON
steer (n) steor ON stjorr these bas valka (drag about)
step (n) stepe/stepe thine pin ON dinn ware waru ON vara
step (v) stzppan/steppan thief peof ON Bjofr warm wearm ON vermr
stiff stif ON stifr thing ping ON ding warn warnian
sting (n) sting ON stinga think pencan ON dekkja was wes
stink (v) stincan third pridda ON ridi wasp wefs/waps/wasp
stir styrian this bis, neuter of bes watch (v) wzccan/wacian (be
stitch stice thither pider awake, keep watch)
stone stan ON steinn thorn porn ON dorn water water
stool stol (throne) thou pu ON du wave (v) wafian
stop (stay) -stoppian thousand pusend way weg ON vegr
stork storc ON storkr thread (n) preed ON dradra wean wenian
storm storm ON stormr threat preat (crowd) weapon wapen ON vapn
straw streaw three preo wear werian ON verja
stream stream ON straumr thresh prescan/perscan weary werig
street strat ON breskja weather weder ON ver
stride (v) stridan throat prote weave wefan ON vefa
strike (v) strican through purh wedge wecg ON vegor
stroke (n) ME strok fr strac throw prawan weed weod (1) weodian (v)
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week wice ON vika why hwi/hwy word word ON ord
weep wepan ON cepa wife/wives wif /wifas work (n) weorc ON verk
weigh wegan ON vega (woman/women) world weorold ON verold
weird wyrd (destiny) wight wiht ON vattr worm wyrm (serpent, dragon)
ON urdr will (v) willan ON vilja ON ormr
west west ON vestr win/won winnan/wunnen worth weorp ON verdr
what hwat ON hvat (szrive) ON vinna wright wryhta/wyrhta
wheat hwate wind (n) wind ON vindr wring wringan
wheel hweol wine win ON vin write writan ON rita (carve,
whelp hwelp ON hvelpr winter winter ON vetr incise, write)
where hwar ON hvar wipe wipian writhe wripan ONrida
whet hwettan ON hvetja wisdom wisdom ON visdomr yard geard ON gardr
whey hwag wise wis ON viss (enclosure) (cf garth)
which hwilc ON hvilikr wish (v) wyscan ON oeskja yawn ginian/geonian
while hwil ON hvila without wibutan year gear ON ar
whine hwinan (whizzing of an woe wa yell giellan ON gialla
arrow) wolf wulf ON ulfr yellow geolu
whistle hwistlian woman wifmonn/wifmann yet giet
ON hvisla (whisper) womb wamb (stomach) you ‘eow
white hwit ON hvitr ON vomb young geong ON ungr
Whitsun Hwita Sunnandzg wonder (n) { wundor ON undr your ‘eower
who hwa wood wudu ON vidr
whole hal (bealthy) ON heill wool wull ON ull




