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90 Unit 5

2  Listen and circle the tones based on what you hear:

1. chāi chái chǎi chài 4. qīng qíng qǐng qìng
2. zhuī zhuí zhuǐ zhuì 5. kēng kéng kěng kèng
3. bāng báng bǎng bàng

3  Listen and write down the words you hear in Pinyin with 
tones:

1.  2.  3.   

4.  5. 

4  You met these words in the previous unit. See if you can 
remember their meanings and mark up their tones. Then check 
them against the numbers and word list on pages 64 and 74.

1. ling  2. er  3. si  4. qi  5. shiwu  6. sanshijiu  
7. xuexi  8. zhongwen  9. dui  10. jinnian  11. ji
12. dianhua  13. qu  14. he  15. sui  16. yiqi

Communicating 
in Chinese 汉

Hàn

语
yǔ

交
jiāo

流
liú

1 When is your birthday?

In Chinese, the days of the week are wonderfully simple. Just 
say the word for ‘week’ and add a number, starting with ‘one’ 
for Monday. The only exception is Sunday, ‘week’ + ‘day’.

Key expressions: Days of the week

1. 星
xīng

期
qī

一
yī

2. 星
xīng

期
qī

二
èr

3. 星
xīng

期
qī

三
sān

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

4. 星
xīng

期
qī

四
sì

5. 星
xīng

期
qī

五
wǔ

6. 星
xīng

期
qī

六
liù

Thursday Friday Saturday

7. 星
xīng

期
qī

日
rì

/ 星
xīng

期
qī

天
tiān

 Sunday

你
Nǐ

的
de

生
shēng

日
rì

是
shì

几
jǐ

月
yuè

几
jǐ

号
hào

？
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Dates and plans 91

In Chinese, you also use numbers to say the months. Just say 
the number and add the word for ‘month’.

Key expressions: Months of the year

一
yī

月
yuè

二
èr

月
yuè

三
sān

月
yuè

四
sì

月
yuè

January February March April

五
wǔ

月
yuè

六
liù

月
yuè

七
qī

月
yuè

八
bā

月
yuè

May June July August

九
jiǔ

月
yuè

十
shí

月
yuè

十
shí

一
yī

月
yuè

十
shí

二
èr

月
yuè

September October November December

Spring Festival/Chinese New Year (Jan/Feb)

Mooncakes for the Moon Festival 
(Sept/Oct)

Lantern Festival (Jan/Feb)Dragon Boat Festival (May/June)
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■	 Exercises build up script skills 		
	 stroke-by-stroke 

■	 Fascinating insight into the rich 	
	 traditional and contemporary  
	 cultures of China

158 Unit 7

贵
guì

expensive

便宜
piányi
cheap

卖
mài

to sell

次
cì

time  (refers 
to frequency 

of action) 

再
zaì

again

The art of bargaining

For Chinese people, bargaining is not only a way of getting the 
best price but also a way of socializing. The key to bargaining 
is to know how to ‘make friends’. Walking down Huaihai Road 
in Shanghai, you will hear salesmen saying: ‘Bags, watches, my 
friend, I can sell one to you more cheaply.’ But you are hardly 
their friend! The reverse strategy works well when you are 

trying to bargain. Try saying交个朋友嘛！便宜点！
Jiāo ge péngyou ma! Piányi diǎn! (Let’s be friends! A bit 

cheaper!) or我下次带朋友来！Wǒ xiàcì dài péngyou 
lái! (I will bring my friends next time). 

9780230123456_10_cha7.indd   158 18/12/09   10:24:39

■	 Helps develop the full 
	 range of skills 

■	 Designed for complete
	 beginners, with a wealth  
	 of interactive practice to  
	 build confidence

■	 Covers a range of everyday 	
	 situations which students 	
	 might encounter in China

Leisure and hobbies 255

9  Look at the pictures below and describe each set with 
comparative and superlative forms. The first one has been done 
for you.

1.

她
Tā

喜
xǐ

欢
huan

喝
hē

咖
kā

啡
fēi

。

她
Tā

更
gèng

喜
xǐ

欢
huan

喝
hē

茶
chá

。

她
Tā

最
zuì

喜
xǐ

欢
huan

喝
hē

热
rè

巧
qiǎo

克
kè

力
lì

。

2.

3.

4.
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254 Unit 11

Language note

2.1 To express conditions with 如
rú

果
guǒ

⋯,就
jiù

⋯ (if …, then …)

The structure 如果 rúguǒ …, 就 jiù …’ (if …, then …) can be 
used to express conditions and possibilities just as in English.

如
Rú

果
guǒ

你
nǐ

喜
xǐ

欢
huan

茶
chá

，我
wǒ

们
men

就
jiù

喝
hē

茶
chá

。
If you like tea, then we will drink tea.

如
Rú

果
guǒ

你
nǐ

今
jīn

天
tiān

忙
máng

 ，你
nǐ

就
jiù

别
bié

来
lái

了
le

。
If you are busy today, then you don’t need to come.

如
Rú

果
guǒ

天
tiān

气
qì

不
bù

好
hǎo

，我
wǒ

们
men

就
jiù

不
bú

去
qù

野
yě

餐
cān

了
le

。
If the weather’s bad, we won’t go for a picnic.

Practice

8  Listen to a dialogue between four friends. Complete the 
sentences about what they like and dislike doing in their spare 
time.

Xiao Wang: 喜
xǐ

欢
huan

 ，不
bù

喜
xǐ

欢
huan

 

Xiao Zhang:喜
xǐ

欢
huan

 ，更
gèng

喜
xǐ

欢
huan

 

Xiao Li: 最
zuì

喜
xǐ

欢
huan

 ，最
zuì

不
bù

喜
xǐ

欢
huan

 

Xiao Liu: 对
duì

  有
yǒu

兴
xìng

趣
qù

，

对
duì

  没
méi

兴
xìng

趣
qù
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■	 Illustrations and photos 
	 make this a friendly, fun yet 		
	 fascinating introduction

■	 Uses a variety of exercises to help 	
	 encourage good pronunciation 

■	 Dual use of pinyin and script 		
	 with options to learn script or 		
	 stick with pinyin only
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