Chapter 11 - Communications Technology-Answers

Questions

· Describe the relationship between communications technology and the semiotic area of empirics

· List the component elements of any communication

· Describe four main characteristics of a communication channel

· List the range of communication media

· List some communications devices

· Distinguish between a wide area network and a local area network

· Describe some of the component elements that make the Internet possible

· Explain the relevance of domain names to activity on the Internet

· Distinguish between the Internet, an Intranet and an Extranet

Answers

· Communications technology can be considered under the semiotics discipline as a concern of empirics because it is primarily concerned with the physical characteristics of communication

· A sender that transmits some signal. A communication channel or medium along which the message is transmitted. A receiver which interprets the signal

· A communication channel can be described in terms of such features such as modulation, capacity, direction and synchronisation 

· Various types of telecommunication media can be used to transmit data including twisted pair cable, fibre-optic cable and infrared transmission

· Modems, multiplexors and front-end processors

· A local area network is a type of network in which the various nodes are situated relatively close together usually in one building or buildings in close proximity. A wide area network is a type of network in which the nodes are geographically remote.

· The Internet relies on technological standards such as HTTP and HTML and data standards such as URLS and domain names

· Domain names allow a categorisation of URLs

· The Internet is accessible to anyone with a PC a telephone line and an internet service provider. Intranets are only accessible to members of particular groups or organisations. Extranets are made available only to defined stakeholders such as suppliers
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