Chapter 24 - The Political Environment - Answers

Questions

· Define the concept of a polity

· List the major forms of political system

· Describe some of the effects a political environment may have on an organisation's information systems

· Describe some of the effects an information systems infrastructure may have on an organisation's political environment

· Define the term tele-democracy

· Distinguish between internal and external tele-democracy

Answers

· Political systems are made up of sets of activities and relationships concerned with power and its exercise. A polity is a political system centred on some geographical area such as the nation state

· Generally speaking a polity will consist of a governmental structure which is either a dictatorship, oligarchy or democracy

· Political systems influence what information systems are developed, the design of such systems and their use within organisations

· The use of information systems affects both the smooth operation and shape of modern polities. Information Systems support political systems in the sense that they are relevant to the operation of the political system itself. Information is essential to the relationship between the citizen of some nation state and the government of that nation state.

· The term tele-democracy may be restricted to the use of IT in the service of democratic representation between government and citizen and the associated use of IT within democratic processes in government.

· Tele-democracy can be defined in broad or narrow terms. In narrow terms, tele-democracy can be used to refer solely to the enablement of democratic processes between members of some political grouping and their governmental representatives. This we call external teledemocracy. In a sense, external tele-democracy can be seen to be an attempt to introduce elements of direct democracy into situations of representative democracy. On the other hand tele-democracy can serve to refer to the way in which information and communications technology (ICT) can be used to improve internal democratic processes within government. This we call internal tele-democracy
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