
Chapter 47 – Profession - Answers

Questions

· Define the key features of the concept of a profession in terms of a trait model

· What other ways are there for defining a profession?

· In what respect does IS work constitute a profession at the current time?

· Why is professionalisation important for IS?

· What strategies are available to informatics to improve the professional status of this form of work
Answers

· An analysis of established professions gives us the following key features as defining an ideal-type of profession: an agreed corpus of knowledge and skills; a collective body; recognition

· Four major models of what constitutes a profession and the process of professionalisation exist: trait model, functionalist model, power model and interpretivist model 

· Assessing informatics work against features of the trait model leads us to conclude that at present it is at most a semi-profession. The trade has many of the trappings of a profession such as a formal body. However, such a body presently suffers from low membership and diffuse public opinion

· Professionalism implies regulation usually by some professional body. Such regulation is important to: Ensure effective codes of conduct, Ensure effective quality of informatics work

· Having one professional body for informatics, demonstrating the importance of informatics to modern organisations and economies, improving the image of the profession
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