Chapter 48 – Field - Answers

Questions

· List the fundamental questions of IS as an academic field

· In what way is IS a form of fragmented adhocracy?

· In what way is informatics a practice-led discipline?

· Describe the composition of IS as a field

· What are the major reference disciplines for organisational informatics?
Answers

· Some of the fundamental questions of the field are: What are the reference disciplines?; What is the dependent variable?; How does informatics establish a cumulative tradition of knowledge?; What is the relationship of research to practice?; Where should researchers in this area publish their findings?

· IS a form of fragmented adhocracy because it has: Weak barriers to entry into the field, Standards which can be affected by ‘amateurs’, ‘common-sense’ language rather than well-defined terms, Fluid reputations, often based on narrowly specific work, Personal, weakly-coordinated research agendas

· In any field in which technology is important there will be a relationship between the investigation and exploitation of technical possibilities and the development of thinking which gives sense to the happenings within practice. However, in a domain in which the technology changes rapidly the investigation and exploitation of technical possibilities will happen prior to any developed theory of their application. Hence practice will always tend to outrun theory in such fields of study

· In very general terms it is useful to see informatics as being made up of a number of interdependent areas of interest: Environment, Organisation, Management, Technology, Development

· Through its emphasis on context, particularly the social and economic effects of IS/IT, it overlaps with the disciplines of economics, politics and sociology. Through its emphasis on organisational issues, there is a clear overlap with organisational theory as well as business studies. Its interest in appropriate management clearly references work in the area of management science. In its interest in computing and communications technology, there is a clear overlap with many of the issues underlying computer science. In terms of its interest in the development process there is clear overlap with the best practice described in software engineering principles
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