CHAPTER 1
Functions And Requirements Of Industrial And Commercial Buildings
1.1 Physical and environmental functions of industrial and commercial buildings
Review Task 1, p 11

What are the advantages of thermally light buildings and thermally heavy buildings with regard to performance requirements of multi- storey buildings?

Buildings of differing thermal mass perform quite differently in terms of the time it takes for them to react to changes in temperature or inputs from heating or cooling systems within the building. The degree to which one or the other performs better in a given situation depends on a number of factors. The nature of the building occupancy, the frequency of use and the nature of the heating/cooling systems adopted will all have significant effect. We could summarise the characteristics of thermally heavy and thermally light buildings as follows:

Thermally light buildings do not absorb significant amounts of heat into their fabric, hence they react quickly to changing inputs form heating and cooling systems.

Thermally heavy buildings tend to absorb heat energy into their fabric and as such they react slowly to changes in input and to changes in external temperature. Hence they are often regarded as more stable, although they also suffer from slow reaction times when changes are required.

1.2 Forces exerted on and by buildings

Review Task 2, p16

Identify the differences between compressive, tensile, torsional and shear stresses.

Compressive stress is produced when an element is subject to loadings that seek to compress or shorten the structural member. Tensile stress in induced when the member is subject to stretching or elongation. Torsional stress arises within an element as a result of a loading that seeks to twist or rotate one end of the member relative to the other. Shear stress arises as a result of adjacent loadings that act in opposite directions.
Attempt to identify where these stresses may occur in a typical framed building.

Compressive loadings will be identified in columns and foundations that are subject to vertical loads form above. In addition they will be encountered in horizontal members that are subject to loads that induce bending. In these members both compressive and tensile stresses will arise to the upper or lower section of the beam, depending on the direction of bending. Tensile forces will also be encountered within bracing elements and trusses. Torsional stresses may be identified in element that have a rotational load whilst shear stress will tend to occur close to the support points of horizontal beams for example.

1.3 Structural behaviour of elements

Review Task 3, p26

Briefly explain how vertical, horizontal and oblique forces evolve, and how the effects of these forces can be minimized in industrial and commercial building forms.

Generally, vertical forces will tend to arise as a result of the accumulated mass of the building and its components acting upon the members beneath. Thus vertical loads will act upon columns and wall sections in this way. In addition vertical loads will result from the self weight of floors and roofs and from the live loads applied to them. These will be transferred to the columns or wall sections and transmitted safely to the ground via the foundations.

The main source of horizontal force on buildings is wind action. The positive and negative pressure zones that result from wind action will seek to push/pull the buildings and will give rise to horizontal loads. These are dealt with by the incorporation of appropriate lateral restraint and bracing to create rigid sections of the building and allow stresses to be transferred to adjacent elements.

Oblique forces will tend to arise from structural members that are fixed at an incline, such as roof sections for example. These oblique forces are made up of components of vertical and horizontal forces acting as a ’vector’ they are managed in the same way as horizontal and vertical forces.

Explain the principles of pre- and post-tensioning of concrete, and the advantages of these techniques.

The concept of pre-stressing concrete, whether by pre-tensioning or post-tensioning is aimed at reducing the required mass of structural element fro a given load/span. When beams are loaded they become subject to compressive and tensile stresses in the upper and lower regions of the member. By applying compression to the part of the beam that will experience tension under loading the forces within the beam can be balanced. This is quite different from traditional reinforced concrete. In pre-tensioning the beam is subject to the application of a compressive load by incorporating steel cables under tension at the point of casting of the beam. In post-tensioning these cables are subject to the application of tension whilst in-situ, thus the balancing force on the beam can be adjusted in-situ.

1.4
Loose fit building philosophy 

Review Task 4, p28

Think about the reasons why buildings may cease to satisfy users’ needs and prepare a list of features that may be included in building design to cope with these.

There are many reasons why buildings may cease to satisfy the needs of their users. Some of these are technical factors whilst others relate to the changing needs of the organisation and to changes in business practices and so on. The following list is not intended to be definitive and you are encouraged to identify other aspects that may be significant, but some of the main reasons are as follows:

The building fabric may become obsolete in terms of thermal performance, aesthetic appearance, general condition etc.

This can be dealt with in designing the building by providing a building that can readily be adapted and upgraded later within its life cycle. The use of appropriate claddings may allow for replacement and upgrading to meet increasing requirements for thermal insulation and changing aesthetic tastes as time progresses.

The layout of the building may be unable to cope with changes in layout arising from the changing use patterns of the occupier.

The way in which this can be managed is to produce a flexible, loose-fit building that allows the floor layouts to be changed to cope with changing user needs and indeed, changing users. The adoption of framed buildings that allow the creation of large, open floor plates which can be sub-divided in many ways using demontable partitions can facilitate this.

The building may be unable to cope with developments in IT infrastructure that require efficient cable installation and management.

The potential for ‘future-proofing’ a building to cope with changing IT and telecommunications requirements is highly significant in avoiding obsolescence. Providing an appropriate environment within which to incorporate and upgrade such installations is essential. Hence, the use of raised access floors, suspended ceilings and vertical distribution pathways can facilitate such requirements.

The building may become physically obsolete and too expensive to maintain.

It must be recognised that at some point the building will simply reach the end of its intended, useful life. At this point the decision must be made to either, demolish and rebuild, undertake major refurbishment or to relocate. It is generally the case that even when a building is deemed to be obsolete by one user, it may still function quite adequately for another user with lesser requirements. Hence, the building may pass through several uses before it finally becomes truly obsolete.
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